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* if by one Mart 5 Offmce, Death reigned by one; much more 


they which receive Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of Righ- 
teouſneſi, ſhall reign in Life by one, Feſus Chriſt. Rom. v. 17. 
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Verſe. 


' Becauſe I favs: ye hail live alſo. 


HE SE are the words of Yeſus 
Cbriſt our Lord, deſigned for the 
1 inſtruction and comfort of his diſ- 
ciples. And ſurely nothing can be more con- 
ſolatory, than to be aſſured of the truth of this 
propoſition, from the divine Wiſdom himſelf: 

Becauſe T live, you ſhall live alſo. 

The words of the text, claim our attention, 
and credit, from the conſideration of the per- 
ſon who ſpake them : 

1, As he is the meſſenger of the covenant, 
Mal. iii. 1, the perſon ordained of old to re- 
veal and make manifeſt the love of Ga to 
man, 

2. As he is the covenant itſelf :' and give 
thee for a covenant of the people, Iſa. xlii. 6. 
Therefore in him the covenant itſelf ſpeaks : 
4 A 2 . - 
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In lis words you may hear the voice of love, 
lite, and peace. 

3- He is that prophet of whom Moſes 
ſpake ; concerning whom you read, The Lord 
thy God will raiſe up unto thee a prophet, from the 
midſt of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto 
him ye ſhall hearken. Deut. xviii. 15. 

4. They claim our chearful and unwa- 
vering belief, becauſe he who ſpake them 
hath the wordt of eternal life—-T am, ſays he, 
the way, the truth, and the life. Therefore, 
that which is ſpoken by him, muſt be un- 
queſtionably true: the lip of truth cannot 
err; not all the united powers of earth, and 
hell, can make that to be falſe which he hath 
declared to be true; and this, of all others, 
is a truth the moſt worthy of all acceptations 


B-cauſe I live, you ſhall live alſo. The unſpeak- 


able goodneſs, and riches of divine Grace, which 
they contain and exhibit to mankind, renders 
them apples of gold in pictures of fikver. They 
are not only words of truth, which they might 


be, and yet not of that v concern, and inf 


nite importance to mankind ; but they ate 
words of eternal life : words of weight, of 
conſequence; yea, of the very Ia impot- 
tance to the children of men: Skin for kin, 

but 
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but all that a man hath, will he give for his 
life: they extend not to our preſent life only, 
but they concern our future, and everlaſting 
exiſtence z as they are the words of eternal 
life. 

Let this conſideration, lead us to en- 
quire into our Lord's primary and principal 
deſign, in ſpeaking thoſe words to his diſci- 


ples: and what their uſe and ſignification is 


to us, in their true import and full extent. 
Thoſe words were not intended for his 
immediate diſciples only; were not only ſpok- 
en to the circumciſed ear, to the underſtand- 
ing and believing heart; but deſigned as glad 
tidings unto all people: the voice and pro- 
phecy of love to thoſe who are afar off, as 
well as to ſuch who are near. The Lord 
commanded the prophet to ſpeak to the dry 
bones, even to the bones which were very 
dry, and to ſay to them, O ye dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord! Exek. xxxvii. 4. The 
dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear, ſhall live. In the words 
of the text his voice is heard ſpeaking to the 
living. that they might rejoice; and to the 
dead, that they might hear and live. 
Our Lord's principal defign in the words, - 
was, firſt, to point out the relation which he 
ſtood 
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flood in to the people; as the rock, upon which 
they were built: as the huſband, and head of 
their body: as their ſuxety, their ſubſtitute ; 
yea, as containing their nature, perſons, and 
condition in himſelf: in his life, death, re- 
ſurrection, power and purity, and in eternal 
glory: hence this glorious promiſe, Becauſe 
4 live, you ſhall liue alſa. His deſign was to lead 
his diſciples from all ſublunary and tranſient 
dependences, to himſelf; to have their hope 
and expectation of eternal life, founded wholly 
upon his ſucceſs; where he undertook to lay 
don his life for their ſins, to riſe again 
for their juſtification, and to live for - ever; 
more for their final ſalvation: therefore is it 
he ſays, Becauſe I live, you ſhall live alſo. The 
uſe of thoſe words is inſtruction, and comfort, 
to all the followers of the Lamb: firſt, as it 
ſhews them their help laid upon one who is 
mighty; and that bis life is the pledge and 
ſecurity of theirs. 
2 contains this uſe of eomfort alſo; 
aſes us from ourſelves, from all jealou- 
bes, anxious cares, and fears, reſpecting per- 
ſeverance, and eternal life: ariſing from the 
ſenſe of the weakneſs, irreſolution, and 
changeableneſs, of human nature. And 
81 | thus 
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thus delivered from all fears, cares; hopes ot 
expectations from our ſelves; from the appear- 
ances of good, or evil, as in as: we are com- 
forted and rejoice in God our Saviour, in his 
glorious unchangeable life; for becauſe be liver, 
we ſhall live alſo. 

That we all may ſuek at this breaſt of con- 
ſolation, and be fed by the fincere milk of 
the word, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew: | 


1f, What life that is, which our Lord here 
intends, | 

2dly, How this life may be ſaid to » hi de- 
pendent on Chr:/t, ſo comprehended and in- 
cluded in i life, as not to be ſeparated there- 
from: theſe words, becauſe I live, ye ſhall 
hve alſo, naturally imply this. 

Laſtiy, I ſhall conſider the conſequences, 
as manifeſt; 1. In the method of God's deal- 
ings with us: 2. In the joy, peace, and reſt, 
of all thoſe who believe. 


To judge of the manner of life which 
our Saviour here ſpeaks of, we need on- 
ly conſider. the perſons to whom they were 
ſpoken, and alſo the time when thoſe words, 
H precious, ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed for 

2 their 
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their grace and truth, fell from his ſacred 


They were ſpoken firſt to his Diſciples, 
men indeed of low eſtate, but who had left 
their all to follow him. Men, who from their 
| Maſter's doctrine, or example, had never had 
_ their expectations raiſed with the proſpect of 
worldly advantages: nay, he had checked with 
awful ſeverity ; the very fir ft motions of this 
nature in them: carefully ſtifling in the Birth 
the offspring of their ambition. Hence it is 
plain, he intended not that life which conſiſts 
in the enjoyment of things preſent. 

To live: with the ſenſualft, is the conti- 
nual gratification of all his appetites—with the 
vain and ambitious, it is grandeur, honour, 
power, &c. whilſt with the more abject, to 
hve, is meerly to . with the pietiſt, to live, 
is to be found conſtantly in all the round of 
religious duties; and as the living out of the 
world, to be yet ſubject to ordinances: But 
to live; with Jeſus, and with his diſciples, 


cConſiſts in what is eternal and unſeen: and 


not in what is preſent and ſeen; for his king- 
dom is not of this world: nor is it of works 
of righteouſneſs done by us. 


Our 


| 191 

Our Saviour having warned his diſciples, 
of his leaving them; they were under many 
uneaſy apprehenſions, on the account thereof, 
Though they had forſaken all to follow him, 
yet hitherto they had lacked nothing: nor 
did they ſee any cauſe to be fearful of want, 
oppreſſion, ſickneſs or death, whilſt he con- 
tinued with them; for in their preſence he 
had fed five: thouſand: ſouls with five loaves; 
and a few ſmall fiſhes: on the concluſion of 
which feaſt, the gathered fragments; were 
more than. the real ſubſtance, at the beginning. 
How could they then fear the want of food, 
when they ſaw their Maſter had power to 
create it? When called upon to pay tribute 
to Cæſar, though they had neither inheritance, 
nor trade, nor did they toil or ſpin: yet ſuch 


was the authority of their Maſter, that at his 


command, even an inhabitant of the deep, 


ſupplied them with the neceſſary coin. They 
were witneſſes of his healing the ſick, and of 


his raiſing the dead, and of his ſtopping the 


mouth of the moſt ſkilful and inveterate gain- 
ſayers; yea they had heard the very devils 


confeſs their ſubjection to him. Who then 
could fear under the conduct of ſuch a lead- 


er? But to have him taken away, to be de- 
1 * prived 
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prived of him; this was what filled them 
with fear. They were conſcious of their being 
ignorant, and illiterate, and therefore unable 
to put their adverſaries to filence. They knew 
creation was not at their command, and 
therefore they might poſſibly want food; mo- 
ney to pay their tribute, &c. They ſaw in 
their apprehenſions, ſickneſs, and diſeaſe a- 
waiting em, whilſt their phyſician of va- 
lue, was taken from their head. The dread of 
being left orphans, terrified them, and their 
heart was troubled. But in the words of the 
text, our Saviour ſhews them, that he ſhould 
not ceaſe to be careful of their intereſt; and that 
the removal of his bodily preſence, «ſhould 
make no difference in this particular : but, 
that their preſervation, in time, and in eternity, 
depended upon his life : and therefore he faid 
to them; Becauſe I live, you ſhall live alſo. 
They might alſo be fearful on the account of 
religion; as if they had ſaid, How ſhall we be 
ſupported in the ſpiritual life? It may be we 
ſhall be fo beſet by our enemies, as to render 
us unable to preſerve our integrity, when you 
are abſent from us. And though we have ſt 
our hands to the plough, we ſhall peradven- 
ture look back, when our oh cath is departed 
from 


[ 21 ] 
from us. This was a point they ſeemed to be 
doubtful of; and therefore to remove their 
fears in this particular, their Lord aſſures 
them: becauſe I live, you ſhall live alſ Let 
not your heart be troubled, ſays he, you believe 
in God, believe alſo in me: i. e. be not diſ- 
couraged on account of your own weakneſs, 
and inſufficiency : though you are conſcious 
of imperfections, and feel the imbecillity of 
your nature, yet be not caſt down, and de- 
jected, for my grace is ſufficient for you: Be- 
cauſe I live, you ſhall live alſo. 

The diſciples had indeed a very great vene- 
ration for the perſon of their Lord, and there- 
fore appeared as unable to ſuſtain the loſs of 
his preſence : But alaſs, in thoſe days they 
were mere novices in the faith, they had not 
properly underſtood, nor attended to the my/- 
tery of his perſon, nor to the end and deſign 
of his coming into the world : for as yet they 
knew not the ſcripture that he muſt riſe again 
from the dead. John xx. g. Lord, ſays Thomas, 
we know not whither thou goeſt, and how can 
we know the way? John xiii. 5. Their igno- 
rance, and unbelief, more'than ſuppoſes them 
at that time, uncertain, and doubtful of their 
eternal happineſs: Therefore the words of 
the text was deſigned for their inſtruction, and 
B 2 comfort 
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comfort in this particuliar ; by afluring them 
of future everlaſting bliſs; Hence the life 
here ſpoken of, intends eternal life. ' Eternal 
life, is not only an eternity of exiſtence, but 
an eternity of all poſſible, (and to us at 
preſent) inconceivable happineſs : Becauſe I 
know not that the ſcriptures has any where, 
made mere-immortality, a contradiction to 
' miſery. Eternal life in ſcripture phraſe, is, 
what can only be conceived of; by con- 
ſidering the properties of the divine Being: 
Eternal purity, love, joy, peace, adoration, 
thankſgiving, and glory: all perfect, un- 
changeable, eternal. This is eternal life; 
and though whilſt in the body, knowing 
but in part, ſeeing but in part, we cannot 
comprehend the glories thereof: yet ſuch 
who are bleſſed with the enjoyment of fellow- 
ſhip, and communion, with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, in this life; have 
the undoubted prelibation, or foretaſte of eter- 
nal life: there God is all in all, and the whole 
is ſubjected to him: There our life, which 
is hid with Chri/? in God, is manifeſted in all 
its fulneſs; in all its unſpeakable variety of 
happineſs. To conceiye or to ſpeak, with 
a juſt propriety ;. of the inexplicable glo- 
ries of that ſtate, js impoſſible ; Let it 
7 therefore 
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therefore ſuffice, that it is to be, ever, ever 
with God, and with the Lamb: To be- 
hold his glory, to rejoice in hs perſon, in 
the obedience that he learned through the 
things which he ſuffered: In his victories, 
and triumphs, over ſin, death, hell, and over 
him that had the power of death, even the 
devil. Briefly, Jeſus is out eternal life: and 
to have eternal life, is to have him: to be as 
he is: to be ſo truly one with him, and he with 
us, as fo have our life, and happineſs, depen- 
dent on his: according to his bleſſed word, 
Becauſe I live, you ſhall live alſo. 


Having conſidered the life, intended by our 
Saviour in the words before us : I haſten now 
to ſhew- how this life may be ſaid to be de- 
pendent on the life of Chris? : according to 
the implication of his own words. 

1. Our life depends on his, as the life of the 
child does upon that of the parent: who feeds 
it, cloaths it, guides it: continually preven- 
ting with careful love, thoſe needs and diſ- 
treſſes, which would otherwiſe ſoon accom- 
pliſh its ruin. 

2. As the life of the ſheep depends on the 
life of the ſhepherd: their ſafety is wholly 
owing to his watchfulneſs, courage and {kill : 


2 
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they having neither principle nor di 79 of 
defence in themſelves: Therefore he as the 
good ſhepherd, laying down his life for the 
ſheep, and taking it up again; ſays, Becauſe 
T live, you ſhall live alſo. As their bigh prieſt 
and interceſſor, their life depends upon his, 
He ever liveth, to make interceſſion for us. 
As he is our ſurety, and ſub/iztute : perſonating 
us in his life, death, reſurrection and glory: 
Our eternal life, is dependent on hig. 

For if when we were ſinners, we were re- 
conciled to God by the death of his Son, how 
much more being reconciled, ſhall we be ſa- 
ved by his life. Our life is built upon hrs as 
he is the Redeemer: Our bodies, ſouls, 
peace, and happineſs, he redeemed with his 
own: therefore are we ſaid to be bought with 
a price. He bare our ſins in his own body 
upon the croſs, and put them away by the ſa- 
crifice of himſelf. He ſuſtained our. guilt, 
when the pains of hell gat hold upon him; 
but his ſoul was not left in hell, nor did the 
Holy One ſee corruption. He, from the Fa- 
ther's choice, from his own conſent, and de- 
ſire; from the right of redemption pertaining 
to him as the neareſt kinſman ; ſtood charged 


with all our debts: and having paid them all, 
he 


(15 ] 
he cancelled, and blotted out the hand- writing 
which was againſt us. His reſurrection is our 
legal diſcharge. He aroſe for our juſtification, 
thus is our life dependent on his. He gave 
himſelf for us. He put himſelf into our con- 
dition, and was accepted as a law-fulfiller ; 
and as a puniſhed finner, in lieu of the peo- 
ple. The people were to be treated accord- 
ing to his ſucceſs: Had he failed to pay their 
debts, to expiate their guilt, to ſubdue their 
enemies; there would have remained nothing 
for them, but the eternal pains of the ſecond 
death. But if he ſucceeded in his underta- 
kings, if he aroſe from the dead, unto everlaſt- 
ing life; they were to live alſo. The equity, 
reaſon, and baſis of this; is the union ſubſiſt- 
ing between Chriſt and his church; which 
the apoſtle thus deſcribes; As the body i is one, 
and hath many members, and all the members of 


that one body, being many, are one body ; fo alſo 
15 Chriſt. 1 Cor. xii. 12. 

The inſtruction of which is evidently this: 
Chriſt being one, hath many people, children, 
diſciples, or members; and all tote a 
many, make one Chrift. | 

The union ſubſiſting between the man | 
Cory CL Feſus,"and the church, hath for its foun- 

dation 
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dation and reality, 1. The brotherhood : they 
having originally one Father; thus teſtifies 
the 1 Both be that ſanctiſieth, and they 
who are ſanct jſied, are all of one : for which cauſe 
be is nat aſhamed to call them brethren. Heb 
Ji 11. 
The Lord Jeſus when triumphant over 
fin, death, hell, and the grave, declared 
the ſame truth: ſaying, Go to my brethren, aud 
- ſoy unto them, I aſcend unto my Father, and your 
Father, and to my. Gad, and your God. John 
xx. 17; and that this kindred relation, or 
brotherhood, . was antecedent to his birth at 
Bethlehem; and did not conſiſt in, or com- 
mence pon his taking fleſh of the virgin; is 
manifeſt from the argument of thoſe wards; 
Foraſmuch then as the children. are partakers of 
Al and bled; be alfo himſelf likewiſe ul par 
of the ſame. Heb. ii. 14. 

That they were children, and conſequently | 
his brethren, before he took part of the ſame 
fleſh. and blood with them, is very conſpicu- 
ous in. the words: and is there rendered a 

a reaſon of his taking part of their fleſh and 
blood. 

That Teſus had (according to thoſe pro- 
. which * 
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man, „ The one Mediator between God and man, ) 
an exiſtence with the Father before the world 
was, appears from his prayer : John xvii. 5. 
And now, O Pather, 'glerify thou me with thine 
own ſelf, with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world wa And he tells us aſter- 


wards, that this glory was given him: given 


by the Pather to bim, and by him to his diſs 
ciples: A plain proof that he ſpeaks of 
himſelf according to his human nature: 
which in the glorious perſon of Immanuel, 
receives honour, glory, and power, from the 


divine nature: and according to which, tho! 


rich he became poor for our ſakes, &c. 

And again, it is in this nature, that the 
bead of every man is Chriſt, and the head of 
Chriſt is God: And that he is called the be- 
ginning of the creation of God: the firſt- 
born of every creature, &c. And as we are 
thus taught to conceive of Chriſt, as exiſting 
with the Father before worlds : ſo are we 
taught in-the ſcriptures alſo; that the church 
exiſted in Chriſ before worlds. We were 
in him to the eye of the Father, to the /ove of 
the Father, to the choice of the Father, always 
preſent : Bleſſed be the God and Father of opr- 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all 
11 2 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly Places in Chriſt: 
According as he hath choſen us in him, before 
the foundation of the world. Eph. i. 3. 4. Who 
hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his 
own purpoſe and grace, which was grven us in 
Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began. 2 Tim. 
i. 9. Our Saviour, under the character of 
Wiſdom, ſpeaks thus: I was daily bis delight, 
rejoicing always before him: Rejoicing in the 
habitable part of his earth, and my delights were 
with the ſons of men. Prov. viii. 30, 31. Hence 
it appears, that as Chriſt exiſted with the Fa- 
ther before worlds, ſo the ſons of men 
exiſted in and by him. They inhabited him: 
and his delights were with them. They, as 
comprehended in him, as his fulneſs, as the 
dew of his youth, were begotten and born in 
him: in the beauties of holineſs, from the 
womb of the morning. They were compre- 
hended in his ſonſhip, hence they are faid 
to have the adoption of ſons by him. They 
were included in that love, wherewith the 
Father loved him: Therefore is it, he ſays 
Thou haſt leved them, as thou haſt loved me: 
and again, For thou lovedſi me, before the foun- 
dation of the world, Thus his election, bis 

irs ſonſhip, 
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ſonſhip, his love, bis purity, his eternal life, 
his union to the Father, was the purpoſe and 
grace which was given as in him before the 
world began. O the love of God! how a- 
mazing ! how ſtupendous! whilſt we con- 
feſs his priority, and pre-eminence, as the firſt- 
born of many brethren, and the head over all 
things to his body the church : we yet con- 
ceive of his being in us as our repreſentative, 
as our reality of exiſtence, and the truth of 
our ſtate and condition with God. And of 
our being in him, as his fulneſs, and'the dew 
of his youth from eternity; as God is truth: 
begotten in his eternal love, and purpoſe, and 
born from the womb of the morning. Hence 
the ordinance, ſo much inſiſted on in the law 
of Moſes, that the firſ?, or that which openeth 
the matrix, ſhall be the Lord's. Thus it ap- 
pears, that the ſanctiſier and the ſanctiſied are 
both of one: and that the former is not 
aſhamed to call the latter brethren. 

When the appointed time of the Father 
was come, that the children, (i. e. the youn- 
ger brethren, reſpecting priority) ſhould be 
partakers of fleſh and blood, they were exhi- 
bited in an earthly image: they were put 
rar in the man who was of the. earth, 

C 2 | earthy : : 
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earthy; this image in its moſt perfect ſtate, 
was not the very ſubſtance of the purpoſed 


grace; nor the real purity, and dignity of 


human nature: The apoſtle tells us, that the 
firſt Adam was but a figure of him who was 
to come. Rom. v. 14. The children as par- 
takers of fleſh and blood, held the- reins but a 
very ſhort time. The fable ſays that Phæ- 
ton attempting the chariot of the ſun, could 
not guide it for one day. But with much more 
propriety is it ſaid, that man being in honour 
abideth not. His capacity for government, 
was quickly loſt: his power, and ſkill, was 
no more; Rebellion immediately enſued : -all 
his paſſion; rebelled, his judgment was loſt, his 
innocence was ſlain, . concupiſcence, guilt, 
and fear, grew rigtous : whilſt reflection on the 
paſt, the preſent, and to. come, I 
goaded him with pain. _ 
But in the midſt of all this, beur "A voice 
of love enquiring after him: Ol. Adam 
where art thou? He was indeed fallen un- 
der the dominion and power of the ſerpent, 
whoſe . exiſtence was wrath; and originally 
deſigned as a c ntraſt to love, for the pro- 
duction of everlaſting harmony: The de- 
n a the ORG from the Pg 
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ſlayery of the frft, and their eternal reſt 1 in 
the /atter, was promiſed them in thoſe words 
of threatning, to the ſerpent: it (i. e. the 
ſeed of the, woman) ſhall bruiſe thy bead; 
that is his power and dominion : to effect this, 
becauſe the children were partakers of fleſh 
and blood, he alſo himſelf partook of the 
ame. - He married them: Like the patri- 
archs of old marrying into their own fami- 
lies; and thoſe of their neareſt kindred, 
How the union of Chriſt and his church, is 
the ſubſtance, truth, and reality of the 5 
band and wife, the vine and branches, the head 
and the body, the foundation and building, I 
ſhall not attempt explaining here: But ſhall 
refer you for that, and for what remains to 
be ſaid on the nature of 1 to my trea- 
tiſe called Union. 

But from — 2 * hw ſaid, I think 
ti truth is manifeſt : that our eternal life is 
dependent on the life of Chriſt: and that e 
life, is -the certain pledge, and ſecurity of 
ours, And thus, would I explain his mean- 
Ing in the words of the text: * 1 "ay, 


you ſhall live alſo. ' 
When withdrawing o. our attention from the 


p ao of . 2 layin g a- 
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fide tradition and partiality in opinions; we 
attend to the /etter ſenſe, reaſon, and argu- 
ment of the words, we muſt conclude from 
them; that the life of Chriſt is the cauſe, pre- 
ſervation, and final ſecurity of our life. If 
our life is thus wholly dependent on the life 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, it does not depend 
on ourſelves: not any improvements we can 
make, not on any diſpoſition, obedience, or 
conſtancy of ours: nay not on the degrees, or 
ſtedfaftnefs of our Faith, reſpecting our abi- 
ding in him. It has not any dependence on 
man, or on the things of man, but is altoge- 
ther dependent on the life of bs, who is the 
fame, yeſterday, to-day, and forever. © 

It is a matter of the higheſt importance to 
us, to know that Jeſus who was dead, is a- 
live, and lives for evermore: and hence it is, 
that this truth is ſo often propoſed i in the ſcrip- 
ture, as the foundation of our life, and the 
ſole cauſe and aſſurance of our preſent com- 
fort, and future happineſs. An inſtance of 
which, we have in our Lord's appearing to 
John, in the ifle called Patmos: To give 
preſent comfort to his afflicted heart, and to 
ſuſtain his foul in life, his Saviour ſpeaks t. to 


Mm! in the following words: Fear not; I * 
[ 
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the firſt and the laſt : I am he that liveth, and 
was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore z 
Amen : and have the keys of bell and of death, 
Rev. i. 17, 18. 

When our Saviour aroſe from the dead, he 
was particularly careful to ſet the reality of 
of his reſurrection beyond all diſpute : and to 
confirm the faith of his diſciples 1 in that im- 
portant point. He appeared in the midſt of 
them, when aſſembled together; ſaluting 
them; with, Peace be unto you: But as they 
yet remained doubtful, and were terrified-; 
ſuppoſing they ſaw a ſpirit : with infinite con- 
deſcenſion he offered them the utmoſt de- 
monſtration of his reſurrection : yea the re- 
ſurrection of his real body: by propoſing that 
they ſhould handle and feel him: and by being 
convinced that he had fleſh,and bones, be aſ- 
ſured that he was no phantom. And, that 
(whilſt they were aſſured of his having a real 
ſublantial body) they might not doubt its 
identity; he exhibited ſuch undeniable proof, 
of his being the very ſame man that was cru- 
cifed, by ſhewing them his pierced hands, 
and feet, that they had no more doubtfulneſs in 
this particular to combat: but what aroſe 
from the inundation of joy which brake in up- 

On 
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on them. "Rea 5 in order to calm, and loa 


| their ſurface; fo diſturbed, and ruMed witk 


ſurprize, wonder, and joy; and to familiarize 
them to his preſence, as riſen from the dead! 
he aſked them as he wis wont, Children, have 
ye any meat? and when they gave him broil: 
ed fiſh, and honey-comb, he eat it before 
them. 

The argument of which Londaſcenlitd i 
this: My diſciples, I would have you, and 
all my followers, be ſo fully convinced that 1 
am indeed riſen from the dead, in that ſam: 
body wherein I was crucified, and which was 
laid in oſeph's ſepulchre, that you may be- 
come certain, and infallible . . 
and that it may be handed down with that 


unqueſtionable credibility, and aſſurance, 


which a truth of this nature and importance 


deſerves. For this fact, is intended to be the 


reaſon, and ground, of chriſtian triumph 
over ſin, death, hell, and him who had the 
power of death, even the devil: and to be 
conſidered as the cauſe, ſupport, and ſecurity, 
of their eternal life. The proofs which I haye 


given you, may convince you of what conſe- 


quence it is to the ſons of men, to know that] 


am riſen; and am alive tor evermore 5 and 
how 


[ 25 ] 
bow it relates to thoſoe words of comfort, 
which I, ſpake unto you whilſt I was yet with 
you, when I faid, unto you; and to all who 
have an ear to hear 3. Becauſe 1 live you ſhall 
live alſo. DNL 1X 

It was upon this fact, alone, without the 
conſideration. of any thing relative to the faith 
or obedience of man, that the apoſtle founded 
his challenge; when rejoicing in ſpirit, he 
faid, N bo is he that condemmeth it is Chriſt 
that died, yea rather that is riſen again. He 
exults in the life of Chriſt, as all- ſufficient to 
preſerve us, body, and ſoul, to everlaſting 
life : and through the faithful view, and per- 
ſagion thereof, to ſuſtain, and comfort our 


hearts, all the days of our appointed time up- 


on earth. 
I Chrif be our life, than in that 1 50 

are as be is: all the members rejoice in the ho- 
nour of the exalted head. The head does not 
live without the body ; nor the body without 
the head; the ſame life, the ſame condition, 
and circumſtances, are alike applicable to the 
head; and members: the pre- eminence ex- 
cepted, which Chriſt the head, has over all 
things to his body the church) it is impoſſible 
* one ſhould be —— and the ather 
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diſhonourable: It is impoſſible that the 
head ſhould be pure, and the body impure: 
For if the firſt fruit be holy, the lump is alſo bo- 
ly: and if the root be holy, fo are the TI 
Rom. xi. 16, 
God the judge of all men, ever behold, 
us in the life of Chriſt: therefore are we al: 
ways holy and unblameable in his fight: he 
hath preſented us in himſelf, a glorious 
church; without ſpot, or wrinkle, -or -any 
ſuch thing. We are entitled to the peace of 
his life. Before he died, he bequeathed it unto 
us; ſaying, My peace I give unto yon: and af. 
ter his returreftion, he confirmed it: faying, 
Peace be 'unto you. His life is our peace with 
God: - beholding us in that life, he hath 
ſworn that he will not be angry with us, nor re- 
buke us for ever. In that life, we have alſo 
peace with God ; becauſe there we have the 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards him: in 
this life, our hearts condemn us not ; there- 
fore have we confidence towards him. In his 
life, the gift of God to man is manifeſt : that 
eternal life which he hath given us in his ſon: 
and of which he ſpeaks, when he s, Be- 
cauſe I live you ſhall live alſo... 

Confider the beauty, excellence, * glo- 
ry of this life: the righteouſneſs, holineſs, 
triumphs, 
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triumplis, -- unchangeableneſs,- and eternity 
thereof: and having conſidered the unſearch- 
able riches, . rejoice in them with joy 
unſpeakable; as your own — riches, 
and righteouſneſs. 


In this life, let all 1 are ied reſt X 


with us: For if when we were enemies, wwe 
were. rtconciled to God by the death of his Son: 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by 
lis life. Rom. v. 10. What then can ever 
move him to caſt us away? can we at any 
time ſink into a /swer character, or into one 
mire oppoſite to the divine nature, than that 
of enemies? And in fhat he found us when. 
he reconciled us by the death ot his ſon; there 
remaihs then no ground for the fear of our be- 
ing rejected: but that being reconciled by his 
death, we ſhall much more be ſaved by bis life. 
Moreover, if his death, ſhameful, ignomi-, 
nious, and accurſed, was efficacious to our 
reconciliation : ſhall not his /zfe, all glorious, 
victorious, triumphant, holy, and powerful; 
much more, ſave us with an everlaſting falva- | 
tion: for which in his life he ſtands engaged; 6 
as he did in his death for our reconciliation: it 
certainly will, for we hear him ſay, Becauſe I 


1 you ſhall live alſo. e CN TH 
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Great is the buſtle, which is made in the 
world, about what is called the perſeverance of 
the ſaints; ſome there are; who. affert that 
after they have been juſtified, and ſanctiſied, 
they may yet fall finally away: and that ag 
God loves them no longer than they are faith. 
ful, and obedient, they may after all their 
attainments, periſh eternally. Whikt: their 
antagonifts maintain the contrary: i. e. that 
their inherent grace, and goodneſs, can never 
be totally extinct: though they may fall ſo 
foully, that their graces do not appear: And 
that God being ſovereign, and unchangeable 
in his love, will reſtore them again. 

This controverſy concerns not us, nor ſhall 
we take any part therein; becauſe we judge 
that God has ſhewn us a more excellent way. 
He has taught us that our perſeverance and 
preſervation to eternal life, depends upon the 
life of Jeſus Chriſt alone: abo died for us, that 
bether we wake, or ſleep, ue ſhould live toge- 
ther «with bim. 1 Theſſ. v. 10. Therefore in- 
ſtead of looking to our own faithfulneſs, our 
own obedience, or grace; or once expecting 
that God ſhould be a reſpecter of perſons on 
our account, we look to him only, and to #19 
life who ſays, Becauſe T live, you ſhall live alſo. 
Oi how balmy are thoſe precious words! they 

ary 
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are full of grace and truth: They wers in- 
tended to make us perfect in love, by caſting 
out all fear. When under the deepeſt ſeuſa- 
tions of our natural miſery, poverty, blind- 
neſs, and nakedneſs; and when the painful 
ſears, of your coming ſhort of eternal life at 
laſt, preſſes hard upon you: In the divinity 
of thoſe words, you have deliverance from all: 
they repel, and caſt out your fears, and ſap 


all their foundations : and whilſt you feel the 


ſentence of condemnation in yourſelves, they 
raiſe you to 2 ſure truſt in the living God : Be- 
cauſe I live, you fhall live alſo. O precious 
Chriſt | O glorious grace! What! wik not 
thou live without us O Lord? Is thy bleſſed 
life our ſecurity? and may we indeed depend 
upon what thou fayeſt ? And is there no other 
cauſe, or condition, of our eternal life, but 
that thou liveſt? Glory, honour, thankſgiv+ 
ing, and praiſe, be thine for ever; our God, 
our Saviour: over whom death hath no more 
dominion, who liveth for evermore. 

| Through all the vicifſitudes of life, eule 
all pains, and ſickneſſes of the body, when 


heart and fleſh faileth, theſe words are a rich 


cordial in the hand of the great Phyſician, 


held out to you : Becauſe I live, you ſhall le 


_ In the hour of temptation, which comes 
upon 


. 

upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
therein: When men riſe up againſt you with 
implacable hatred, for the truth's ſake; yea, 
when hated of all men for hi name's ſake : 
when they endeavour by all means to diſtreſs 
you, and would even think they did God ſer- 
vice in killing you, remember the word of 
the Lord : it is a preſent help in the day of 
trouble, and a ſufficient reaſon wherefore you 
ſhould not fear ſuch as can only kill the body: 

Becauſe I liue, you ſhall live alſo. | 
At the approach of the king of terrors; 
when the keepers of the houſe tremble; when 
the ſtrong men bow themſelves, when the 
grinders ceaſe becauſe they are few, and thoſe 
that look out of the windows be darkened; 
when the doors are ſhut in the ſtreets, when 
the ſound: of the grinding is low, when he 
riſes at the voice of the bird, and when all the 
daughters of muſic are brought low : when 
there is fear in the way, and the very graſshop- 
per is a burden, and defire fails; when the filver 
cord is looſed, when the golden bowl, the 
pitcher at the fountain, and wheel at the 
ciſtern, are broken: when the duſt is about to 
return to the earth, as it was, and the ſpirit to 
God who gave it: How expreſſive, how glo- 
rious are the words of our beloved Lord! Be- 
cuauſe 


1 
cauſe I live, you ſhall live alſo. This is life in 
the midſt of death: and his ſtrength perfected 
in our weakneſs. 
When Cbriſt who is our life, ſhall appear, 
then ſhall we alſo appear with him in glory. 
Then ſhall our life, which at preſent is hid 
with Chrift in God, be made manifeſt. It 
ſhall then be Known, that he is our life: that 
he lives us: lives in our nature, names, 
and perſons : that the life of his human na- 
ture, as hid in the eternity, power, and glory 
of his Godhead, was the hiding of our life. 
Then ſhall the full meaning, and ſubſtance 
of theſe words, Becauſe Ilive, you ſhall live alſo, 
be manifeſt in perfection to all. Until he comes, 
to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe: This alone is our 
conſolation; that he who was dead, is now 
alive, and lives for evermore. His life are 
we to conſider, as our own : ours by the gift 
of God, vurs by the love of Jeſus; who gives 
us the glory that the Father hath given him: 
Ours by union to our living head : the head, 
and members, in one body ; ; have, but 
one life. Unto his life let us aſpire: to the 
victories, triumphs, purity, peace, joy and 
eternity thereof : Married unto him who 1s 
riſen from the dead, and fo truly one with the 
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everlaſting Feſus, we come up to bis life, and 
live v with him in the ſame: The joy, peace, 
= purity of the conſcience therein; i is without 

| gderation of any other matter what- 
6907 1% Vea, that e boldneſs, and 
perfection. which we haye pertaining to tho 
— is in the life of Chi alone: and 
that under all the difficultics, trials, and temp» 
tations, which we meet with in life; and is 
a proof that we walk in newneſs of life: and 
that the life. of Fe 2 is manifeſt ip gar, mor- 


tal fe. 
| Our, Saviour faith, that N gathereth 


not with. him, ſcattereth. To gather with 
him, is to know nothing by ourſelves, to have 
no hope or expectation from ourſelves, not 
from any thing we have done, 0 or may do; 
where we have been wholly, or in part, 
active: But to conclude of our ſtate, and 
condition with God, from his as received into 
gloty : Vea to gather all our purity, peace, 
joy, and eternal reſt, by him; by the myſtery 
of his perſon, by the labours of his life, by the 
ſorrows of his death, by the power and tri- 
umph of his reſurrection. And to gather all 
our hop es of eternal glory by bis fe, 5 


ſays , Bec I live, you * live a . 
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Marr. xix. 12. 


And there be Eunuchs, which have made them 
ſelves Eunuchs for the kt ngdom of heaven's 
ſake, he that is able to receive it, let Don 
receive it. 


UR Saviour in the former part of 
this verſe; having diſtinguiſhed Eu- 


nuchs, as born ſuch, or made ſuch 
of men; proceeds in the words of the text, 
to ſpeak of a third ſort : of thoſe who have 
made ibemſelves Eunuchs, for the kingdom of 
heaven's ſake : and of the latter he ſpeaks with 
manifeſt approbation ; 1ſt, from their inten- 
tion and view in becoming ſuch, for the king- 
dom of heaven's ſake. 2dly, from their man- 
ner of effecting it, they make themſelves Eunuchs. 
3dly, from the peculiarity of their character, 
implied i in theſe words, he that is able to recerve 
it, let him receive it. | 


E 2 Proceeding 


J 36 
Proceeding 1 in the explication of this matter, 
I ſhall aim at ſhewing, 


Firſt, What 1s intended ty the kingdom of 
beaven. 

Secondly, How their making themſelves Eu- 
nuchs jor the kingdom of heaven's ſake, is to be 
underſtood. 

Thirdly, How this may be ſaid to advance, 
to honour, or to adminiſter an entrance for 
them into the kingdom of heavens as implied 
in the words. 


Fouribly, Shall point out that doctrine which 
is natural to the words, and endeavour to 
handle it rationally, and ſcripturally ; and as 
ſhall appear to me, moſt conducive to the 


honour of Chri/t; and to the inſtruction, and 
comfort of mankind. 


A kingdom, ſignifies a particular number 
of mankind, poſſeſſing ſome part of the globe, 
united in policy, and ſubmitting to the govern- 
ment of one man : as their ſovereign prince. 
From which conſideration, the appellative 
kingdem is ſometimes given to the country, 
either as it is the patrimony of a king, or what 
he is poſſeſſed of by the choice of the people: 


and 


© 
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and at other times to the inhabitants as the 
ſubjects of a king. But as any part of the 
globe uninhabited ; or a herd of people, with- 
out country, or policy of government; i. e. 


that of a ſovereign prince; would be very im- 


properly called a kingdom; I conclude that 


the concurrence and union of the whole, is 


that which conſtitutes a kingdom. 


Thus are we helped to conceive of what 
the ſcriptures mean' by the kingdom of hea- 
ven, however variouſly underſtood amongſt 


men. Sometimes this kingdom is taken for 
heaven itſelf, or the world of ſpirits: ' at 
other times for the goſpel ſtate, and diſpenſa- 
tion: and again, for order, peace, and purity, 
in the human heart: and indeed if the king- 


dom of God, and the kingdom of heaven, 


are ſynonymous terms; which I take them 


to be; the foregoing determinations are not 


without reaſon : becauſe the kingdom of hea- 


ven, is thus variouſly ſpoken of in the ſcrip- | 
tures :, but the root and truth of this variety, 


is Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 

It doth not appear difficult at all to me, to 
prove from the ſcriptures, that Chriſt as he is 
in himſelf, is the kingdom of God and of 
heaven : John the Baptiſt, certainly preached 
2 E 3 his 
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him as ſuch; as appears from Matt. iii. 2, ;. 
compared with Ia. xl. 3. If we conſider 
the metaphors made uſe of by our Saviour, to 
explain the myſtery of this kingdom; we 
ſhall perceive them applicable to himſelf only: 
as where he ſays, The kingdom of heaven is like 
to a grain of muſtard-ſeed, which a man took and 
owed in his field. Which indeed is the leaſt of al 
ſeeds : but when it is grown, it is the greateſt among 
herbs, and becometh a tree : fa that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches theregf. 

By the grain of muſtard-ſeed, our $3- 
viour intends himſelf; both in his perſon, 
and goſpel. Firſt in his perſon, as the im- 
mortal ſeed ; ſown by the hand of the great huſ- 
bandman: as which, (though ſmall, deſpiſed, 
as a root out of a dry ground; without form 
or comelineſs) through his humiliation and 
death, he grew up to a tree: yea became the 
greateſt among herbs, As a ſeed is not quick- 
ned except it die: ſo Chri/# muſt die in the 
| fleſh before he be quickned in the /prrit. 
However mean and deſpiſed he appeared when 

[ ' ſown; being quickned, he grew up the greateſt 
1 of all: ſo that the birds of the air lodged in 

N his branches: i. e. he hath not only attained, 

to be head over all things to his body the 

| church; 
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church; but alſo to be head over all things to 
the whole creation in his general providence: : 
all power in heaven and on earth is given into 
his hand. 

Again, it may intend the "AAP We 
and proceſs of Chr:/ in the goſpel : which in 
the beginning, was ſmall as a grain of muſtard- 
ſeed, deſpiſed and unpopular amongſt men; 
ſo that the words of the prophet were applica- 
ble to it: by bm ſhall Jacob ariſe? far he is 
ſmall. But being ſown, and ſubjected to the 
neceſſary death and ferment; it ſprang up a 
great tree, with ſpreading branches: fo that 
the birds of the air lodged therein. That is, 
chriſtianity from the ſmalleſt beginnings; 
through the ſevereſt perſecutions; ſprang up 
with ſuch a ſpread, that it became the moſt 
general profeſſion : and fo popular that the 
birds of the air; i. e. vain, ſelfiſh, deſign- 
ing men; ſought for honours, and riches 


therein: and thus lodged in its branches, 


Again, our Saviour ſays, The kingdom of hea- 


ven is like unto leaven, which a woman tock and 


hid in three meaſures of meal, until the whole 
was leavened. The leaven is Chri/! himſelf: 


the meal is the people: the three meaſures 
may intend the three general characters under 


E 4 which 
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which mankind were comprehended in the 
New-Teſtament : Jew, Greek, and Barbarian, 
Verily thou art a God that hideft thyſelf, O God 
of Iſrael the Saviour. Iſa. xlv. 15. As leaven 
hid in the meal; was he hid in the people: 
having taken on him the ſeed of Abraban. 
The leaven lying hid in the meal, is not known 
to be there, until the operation, and ferment 
proceeding from contact; by which it aſſimi- 
lates the whole heap; diſcovers it. 

Thus Chriſt as hid in the people, was not 
ſeen or known to be there in former days: the 
Jews who were the only people ſuppoſed to 
know any thing of Maſiab, thought he was on- 
ly hid in them; though but one meaſure of 
meal: but when the fulneſs of time was come, 
when from contact, or union with the people, 
the operation and ferment began ; which was 
carried on through hrs life, ſufferings, and 
death, until he had in his reſurrection perfect- 
ly aſſimilated them: I fay, when this was 
effected, then did he appear to be, not only 
in one meaſure of meal, but in the three: to 
have reconciled Jew and Gentile in one body 
upon the croſs: and of twain to have made 
one new man. Then was the ſalvation of the 
Genliles revealed unto the apoſtles ; and they 
were 
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is the truth of all things, ſo is he the truth of 


L411] 


were forbid to call any man common or un- 


clean, becauſe God had cleanſed them: thus 


he leavened the h, before that which was 
hid could be manifeſt,  _ 

Again, he faith, The kingdom of heapen is 
like unto treaſure hid in a field: which when a 
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth and ſelleth all that he bath, and buyeth that 
field. This may be thus underſtood : the field 
is the world; the treaſure hid therein, is the 
people: the perſon who finds it is Cbriſt. Who, 
that he might purchaſe it, ſells all that he 
hath; even his very life : He became poor for 
our ſakes. Or it may be underſtood thus, {till 
relative to Chriſt; the treaſure is bis unſearch- 
able riches; the field is Himſelf as diſplayed in 
the goſpel : the man who buys, is the believer, 
or faithful follower of Jeſus : who by ſelling 
his all by denying himſelf, is capable of buying, 
what is bought w7thout money and without price. 
Such is the value of the field, the excellency of 
the treaſure! that all things are nothing in 
compariſon thereof: to theſe and many other 
things, our Saviour hath likened the kingdom 
of heaven; which time would fail me to men- 
tion, Jeſus ſaith, I am the trutb: and as be 


this 
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this kingdom. Joln preached him as the 
kingdom of heaven which was at hand: this 
alſo appears to be our Saviour intention, whilſt 
he witneſſed the things concerning himſelf: 
therefore to be found in Chriſt is to be found 
in the kingdom of heaven. In the kingdom 
of heaven, our country is none other than Im- 
manuel's land; or the body of the Lord Jeſus: 
the ſabhjects mankind : all who inhabit that land, 
as members of his body, of his fleſh, and of 
bis bones: chearfully ſubmitting 7 and rejoi- 
cing under the government of the prince of 
peace; who is a glorious prince; King of 
kings, and Lord of lords! head over all 
things unto his body the church. The policy 
of his government is founded in infinite wiſdom, 
upon eternal unchangeable love : as mani- 
feſted in all the ways of God with man. What 
glorious things may be ſaid of this kingdom! 
it is peaceable, righteous, fruitful ; yea eter- 
nally bleſſed with every good: it is walled 
around with conſuming fire, and cannot be in- 
vaded by the enemy : there is nothing hurtful 
or deftruftive found within its borders; nor 
can any thing that defileth enter there. Chr/# 
dwelling in the heart by faith : is the king- 
dom of God, and of heaven, within us. 

Faith 
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Faith as the evidence of things unſeen, realizes 
the perſon, and immenſity of Chr;/# to our 
faculties : perfecting us in things pertaining to 
the conſcience: in righteouſneſs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Cbriſt thus revealed, 
thus dwelling in the heart, is the kingdom of 
God within us: within us by the manifeſtation 
of the truth: within us by the revelation of the 
Holy Ghoſt : thus ſpeaketh the apoſtle, when 
it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in me. In like 
manner, where ever the eternal glory, and 
ſtate of things, is ſpoken of under the charac- 
ter of the kingdom of heaven, &c. It is the ſame 
Chriſt, the ſame ſalvation and glory ſtill; only 
there perfectly enjoyed. It is what he is in 
himſelf, what he has done, and ſuffered, that 
is and vill be the eternal ſprings of happineſs, 
in the heaven of heavens: And this appears 
from Rev. v. Where the ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands ; ſaid with a 
' - loud voice, worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 16 
receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſmg. 
And every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are 
in ſea, and all that are in them, heard I, ſaying, 
bleſſing, and honour, and glory and power be un- 
to 
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to him that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever. 


For this kingdom of heaven's ſake, there be 
ſome, ſaith our Saviour; who make them- 
ſelves Eunuchs. And thoſe, (as I have hinted 
before) he diſtinguiſhes with approbation ; 
from Eunuchs who were born ſuch or made 
ſuch by manual operation: the latter is cenſured, 
and debarred the common privileges of the 
congregation in Deut. xxiii. 1: Therefore, 
we cannot ſuppoſe that our Saviour would 
encourage What he had reproved and forbidden 

before, | 
Indeed there have been ſuch, who (not- 
withſtanding the diſtinction made by the Lord 
Jeſus) have thought that he encouraged their 
making themſelves Eunuchs by manual ope- 
ration : and that they ſhould ſave the ſoul, by 
the mutilation of the body : as Or:gen &c. 
But his principle, and practice in this particu- 
lar, was ſeverely cenſured by the church : nor 
can ſhe, who is the pillar and ground of truth, 
ever give her aſſent to ſuch an expoſition of 
her Saviour's words: Becauſe contrary to his 
expreſs word, as cited above: contrary to 
the diſtinction, by him made in the word of 
the 
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the text : yea diametrically oppolite to the ſpirit 
of his religion. | 
Some think, that the charadier intends ſuch 
who upon religious motives abſtain from mar- 
riage and the uſe of all its lawful pleaſures ; 
that they may devote themſelves more cloſely, 
to the ſervice of God. But I think there arg 
many reaſons to be urged againſt this being 

the true ſenſe of the words. | 

Firſt, our Saviour hath taught us that who. 
ſo looketh upon a woman to luſt, hath already 
committed adultery in his heart, God is a ſpirit, 
and judgeth not as man doth ; by appearances : 
but looketh to the heart and determines of evil 
by ſuch motions and inclinations there; as 
never appears probably to the view of man. 
Therefore the vow of chaſtity, be it ever ſo 
punctually obſerved as to the outward af, is 
yet nothing with God: except every thought, 

and defire of that kind could be extinguiſhed. 
If God at the firſt made man upright ; adorn- 
ed him with every virtue, with every grace, 
then was he poſſeſt of true chaſtity : but true 
chaſtity doth not conſiſt in a privation of love 
and deſire towards the woman: for man was 
created with a capacity for this: and therefore 
were they created male and female : and truly, 
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| If they had not from creation this love and 
3 to each other, they were incapable of 
fulfilling the firſt commandment: be fruitful 
and multiply. From the before-mentioned 
conſiderations, it appears conſiſtent with true 
chaſtity, for every man to have his own wife ; 
and every woman her own huſband, Unchaſtity 
conſiſts in the irregularity of our paſſions, either 
where they incline to variety, or are inordinate 
towards one, It has been the ſteady aim of 
the deceiver, from the beginning; to brin 
marriage into diſrepute: he conſidered it as 
the iy ordinance of God to man, and there- 
fore bent all his power and policy againſt it. 
To me it appears not improbable, that he had 
ſome idea of the myſtery of Chriſt, as exhibited 
in this ordinance: of his kindred relation to the 
people, and of their eſpouſal, and ſalvation in 
him : nor could this fail of adding to his in- 
veteracy, and rage againſt marriage: he ſaw 
the order and æconomy of human life depending 
on it, and therefore as an enemy to God he op- 
poſed it; as being his command: and with a 
view to introduce anarchy and confuſion a- 
mongſt mankind. Various are the methods 
by which he has oppoſed it, and ſtill continues 
ſo to do. Sometimes by playing on the irregu- 
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lar paſſions, the propenſity to variety; as in 
the caſe cenſured by our Saviour. Matt. xix. 
8: Or by making intereſt the love of money or 
the luſt of the fleſh, the moſt powerful 
motive to it: well knowing, that where it is 
contracted on 7heſe it will end in miſery : and 
that not only the perſons thus unhappily ſitu- 


ated, will mourn their fetters, and curſe the 
ordinance ; but that others who are free, will 


dread its bonds; as though it intailed certain 
miſery upon meoft if not all who ſubmit to the 
yoke. Nor has he been backward to diſſuade 
mankind from it upon religious principles: 
indeed where the law of the true God prevailed, 
he had little ſucceſs from ſuch an argument; 
but among the Heathen he had his converts: and 
from them, antichriſt (the conſtant admirer 


of Heathen virtues) copied; when in defiance of 


real chriſtianity, yea of the expreſs teſtimonies of 
Chrift, his prophets, and apoſtles, he made celi- 


bacy n ordinance in the church of Rome. 


The great apoſtle to the Gentiles, in full aſ- 
ſurance calls the forbidding of marriage the doc- 
trine of devils ; a ſeducing ſpirit, a departure from 
the faith, a lie in hypocriſy, &c: and teſtifies it 


ſhould prevail in the latter times in the chriſtian 


church, 2 Tin. ir; 2; 3 What can be more 
won en EE.” notorious, 


| 
| 
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notorious, than the fulfilment of this predic 
tion in the church of Rome? for their continu- 
ence in which, nothing leſs than their arrogant 
ſtupid ſuppoſition of infallibility, and of their 
decrees, being ſuperior to the werd of - the 
apoſtles can account. 

Again, faith the ſame apoſtle, marriage is 
honourable in all. Heb. xiii. 4. In ALL—not 
excepting prieſts, nor prieſteſſes. I have already 
obſerved, that the firſt commandment which 


God gave to man, when he created them male 


and female, was, be fruitful» and multiply ; 
for by this means was the earth to be repleniſh- 
ed. Nor are we to reſpect ſuch a cohabitation as 
an effect of the fall, for they were defigned capa- 


citated and commanded to it before. Therefore 


the words of our Saviour in the text, cannot 
be underſtood as an encouragement to the vow 
of abſtinence from marriage: becauſe it would 
defeat the purpoſe and defign of God, in crea- 
ting them male and female. 2. It would de- 
ſtroy the ſymbol of his own myſtery : where 
the union of huſband and wife in one fleſh, 
is a witneſſing figure of Chr:/? and his church. 
3. It would make void the commandment of 
God, which Chrift came to fulfil and enforce, 
and not to deſtroy. 4. It would be a mani- 


feſt 
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feſt contradiction to his own decree : (where 
his creating them male, and female, is a full 
proof of his having decreed their union; as 
huſband and wife: (what therefore God hath 
joined together let no man put aſunder) and 
alſo to his ſpirit, ſpeaking by the apoſtles ; ac- 
cording to the teſtimonies before cited. 5. 
Inſtead of a & ſing it would be a curſe to the 
nations; as their true riches and power conſiſts 
in their multitude of inhabitants. Whenever 
God promiſed the Hebrew fathers to bleſs | 
them as @ nation; he ſaid they ſhould be for 
number as the ſtars of heaven, the ſands on 
the ſea ſhore, &c: but to encourage celibacy 
would be to revoke that bleſſing. 6. It would 
be going about to eſtabliſh the righteouſneſs of 
man with a witneſs; to fuppoſe that any vo- 
luntary humility, or ſelf-denial, of ours; eſpe- 
cially in things which are not only /awful in 
themſelves, but commanded of God: ſhould 
entitle us to the kin gdom of heaven, or further 
our happinels therein, or Proves that Ps 
dom in our hearts. 

The matter recommended (in the ends of 
the text) by our Saviour, is to be underſtood 
ee as all his words are ſpirit and life. 
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The term Eunucb according to the common 
acceptation, ſignifies one who is deprived of 
his virility by emaſculation. As nature is pictu- 
reſque of ſpiritual things; the infinite Wiſdom 
himſelf made choice of this metaphor, to recom- 
mend what in other words he calls a denial of 
ſelf. Whoſo anſwers in ſpirit to the former de- 
ſcription, is one who has cut off and rejected that 
falſe hope, and idle dream, which is natural to 
us: of power to beget, and bring forth that which 
is good and worthy of God: and to fink in 
the eſtimation of ourſelves, of our own wil. 
dom, power, and piety, until like the Eunud 
reſpecting any fruitfulneſs of our own, each 
ſays for himſelf I am a dry tree. If any wil 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take 

up his creſs ih and follow me, ſaith our S 
viour. 

To make 3 Eunuchs for the king- 
dom of heaven's ſake, ſignifies, fir, To make 
+ ourſelves ſo by confeſſion : from the true a- 
prehenſion and knowledge of its being c 
caſe, and that of all mankind. Secondly, By 
our ready acquieſcence therein, diyeſting our- 
ſelves of every pretenſion to fruitfulneſs, whol- 
ly ceaſing from may, that Chrit may be al and 


in eil: yea if we glory, glorying in our in- 
firmities, 
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firmities, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon 


16. Thus may Chriſtians be ſaid to make theme 


ſelves Eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's ſake ; 


confeſſing with the whole heart; if 1 ſay I am 
perfect it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe : Though 
I were perfect, yet would I not know my foul, I 
would deſpiſe my life. Job ix. 20, 21. 

To do this for the kingdom of heaven's 
fake, intends 1ſt, For the fake of obtaining or 
entering into that kingdom: In bis ſenſe, is 
to be underſtood that ever-memorable and 
glorious confeſſion of the apoſtle Paul: But 
what things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs 
for Chrift : yea, doubtleſs, and I count all things 
but bofs for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chrift Jeſus my Lord: for whom I have ſuffered 
the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung 
that I may win Chrift. Phil. iii. 7, 8. 

Thus it appears, how that in order to obtain 
and enter into the kingdom of heaven, or, 
(which is ſynonymous) to be found in Chriſt; 
he denied himſelf, his own fruitfulneſs and excel- 
lence : he cut off, and renounced all that pow- 
er and capacity which he naturally imagined 
himſelf poſſeſſed of, to form or beget any thing 
worthy of God : thus making himſelf an Eu- 


92 for the kingdom of heayen's ſake: for : 
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the ſake of being an inhabitant in that king. 
dom, where none can dwell but ſuch who 
have ceaſed from man. 

Again, It ſignifies for the ſake of advan- 
cing the honour and glory of this kingdom: 
the ſcriptures always propoſe the kingdom of 
heaven, or the exaltation of Chriſt, through the 
abaſement of the creature: And the loftineſs if 
man ſhall be bowed down, and the baughtineſs of 
men ſhall be made low, and the Lord alone ſhall 
be exalted in that day. Iſa. ii. 17. Where ver 
the ghry, beauty, and peace of this kingdom is 
known, the heart is ſo taken with it, that for 
the ſake of promoting its honour and praiſe; 
with all our mind and foul and ſtrength, we 
aſcribe to Jeſus, the pre-eminence, the power, 
and the glory; preferring him as our chiefeſt 
joy: before all the works of our hands, the 
moſt pious habits, thoughts and deſires of our 
hearts: we can no more ſpeak nor think of in- 
dividual fruitfulneſs, ſpiritual begettings, or 
productions, but Jeſus / the glorious Jeſus 
who is the kingdom of the father, ſhall fill 
our hearts and topgues ; He is all our hope, 
and all our ſalvation. 

That Jeſus may live and reign in glory and 


honour ; ; and be eternally admired, as the only 
juſt 
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juſt, and good; we are content to be nothing: 
or, in ourſelves, to be that barren fig- tree; 
which he curſed in the ſpirit of fazth and holi- 
nefs, and doomed to everlaſting ſterility. The 
creature wus made ſubject to vanity, not willing- 
ly, but by reaſon of him who hath JurgeFes the 
Jame in hope. 

For the kingdom of heaven's fake; there 
are ſome, who do not only make themſelves 
Eunuchs, but who are content, yea chooſe to 
continue ſuch ; walking in Cbriſt Jeſus as they 
have received him, ever glorying in this, that 
from him, their fruit is found: He that is 
able to receive this ſaying, let him receive it. 
Thoſe words evidence our Saviour's approba- 
tion, of a man's making himſelf an Eunuch 
for the kingdom of heaven's fake: they alſo 
contain a tacit acknowledgement of its contra- 
riety to human nature; of its being very rare 
and ſingular. He that is able to receive it, let 
him receive it: and yet it is here ſuppoſed, that 
ſome do receive it: and to ſuch he recommends 
it in the warmeſt manner; ſaying, let him re- 
cerve it. 

I would now proceed to offer reaſons, 
wherefore ; whilſt ſome are able to receive the 
Lord's ſaying, others are not. The inability 
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of Man in this particular, is owing to his natu- 
ral atheiſtical bias: The foo! hath ſaid in his 
beart, there is no God, He has no conceptions 
of God at all, or otherwiſe conceives rudely of 
him; and not according to that order, ply 
harmony, wherein he hath manifeſted himſelf 
in his word: and though it be true that God 
is not far from every one of us, yet our dark- 
neſs comprehendeth him not : hence it is that 
men are levers of themſelves, covetous, boaſlers, 
proud, blaſphemers : from their ignorance ot the 
i ue God they are opinionated, 1elt-admirers, 
&cc. and cannot poſſibly attain to deny them- 
ſelves. Every man chus biaſſed makes to him- 
ſelt a god, whom he endows with ſuch per- 
ſections as beſt ſuits his paſſions: a god whom 
he can eaſily comprohend. His god ſhall be 
ail mercy when he imagines Himſelf ſtanding in 
nced thereof: but to his enemy or the object 
of his diſpleaſure, he ſhall be a god of terrible 
Ijuilice; eternally implacable: whilſt he com- 
4apliments his ow7 image in others, much leſs 
Hleſerving; ( where honeſty ſtands for any 
ing) with the loving-kindneſs of his god: 
briet, he makes his god in his own like- 
—5 to love, hate, and change with himſelf; 
and never wer nor bolier than himſelf, It is 
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not ſtrange that the worthippers of ſuch gods, 
ſhould be wholly ignorant of the true ſtate of 
man: they have no fandard whereby to deter- 
mine of vice and virtue; but one of their own 
erecting: by which means they inſure to therf- 
ſelves the balance in virtue and goodneſs, and ne- 
ver ſee any neceſſity of denying themſelves. 

Again, the heart's attachment to pom- 
pous appearances and ſounds, is a real hin- 
drance to the denial of ſelf, for the kingdom 
of heaven's fake : becauſe ſuch who are under 
this influence, ſavour the things which are of 
men, and not the things which be of God. Peter 
bimfelf, was once under this bewitchery : and 
in conſequence thereof, diſguſted at his maſ- 
ter's poverty; and greatly offended at the ſcan- 
dal of his croſs: but what the Truth itſelf 
thought of ſuch a ſpirit, is manifeſt in his re- 
proof to Peter: Get thee behind me, Satan, thou 
art an offence to me. Real chriſtianity, is by 
much too naked; mean, and fooliſh, for men 
of this character; and therefore they deſpiſe 
it: except the Egyptians, Grecians, and No- 
mans are ſpoiled, and robbed of their jewels to 


. adorn it; their eſteem for the latter may in- 


cline them to tolerate the former where they 
are tacked together: popular genteel chriſtia- 
F 4 nity, 
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nity, thus adorned, will find ſome place in the 
eſteem of mankind : eſpecially when taught 
to conceive of Jeſus Chriſt as a fine gentle- 
man: a man of fine qualifications, diſcreet, 
courteous, and affable; of true virtue, good 
manners, and great goodneſs of heart. And 
that his apoſtles were gentlemen too; particu. 
larly Paul, his writings are ranſacked ; and 
all the beautiful paſſages gathered out of them 
to prove him by his ſtyle a fine gentleman, and 
the ſcholar: to this purpoſe, that ſpeech of 
his before Feſtus is much inſiſted on, and 
mouthed with ſuch ſounds as (intentionally) de- 
monſtrates it a perfect pattern of the ſublime. 
And, as among men of bis caſt, true chriſtiani- 
ty conſiſts in imitation of Chriſt and his apoſtles: 
Chriſtian and fine gentleman are terms ſynony- 
mous. What can ſuch as hoſe underſtand of 
ſelt-denial ? except denying themſelves the 
RO of drinking a glaſs of wine extraordi- 


; becauſe they have experienced it gives 
ws the head-ach. They are ſupported by 


the compliments which they pay each other; 
of being good, virtuous, diſcreet, &c. But 
ſaith the Lord 7e eſus, how can ye believe, who 
receive honour one of another, and ſeek not the lo- 
Nour whi ch cometh Li God only ? Amon p the 
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ſons and daughters of appearance, if the picture 
is drawn beautiful and pleaſant, it matters not 
whether it be an exa repreſentation of the 
original or not : again, if the ſound has melody, 
meaning is out of the queſtion: that remains 
only for fools, and anfaſhionable mortals to 
trouble their heads about. It cannot be ſup- 
poſed,'that ſuch as zhoſe will trouble themſelves 
to underſtand our Lord's ſaying, much leſs that 
they are able to receive it. 

Again, what is falſely called karning, diſ- 
ables mankind; and prevents their receiving the, 
ſaying of Chriſt. I ſay what is /a/ſely called 
learning: becauſe the notions of the preſent 


age, are very different from thoſe of the apo 
ſtles concerning learning: Atpreſent it is judg- 


ed to conſiſt in the knowledge of divers lan- 
guages, formal ſmatterings in ſcience, gram- 
matical niceties, &c. But it will be very 
difficult to prove, that the ale underſtood it 
thus: where he ſaid of Paul's writings, that 


the unlearned and unſtable wreſted them to 


their own deſtruction. Our Saviour ſays, 


| every man that hath learned of the Pather com- 


eth unto me: It is to the want of this learning; 
that the apoſtle imputes mankind's wreſting 
the ſcriptures to their own deſtruction: and 


0 not 
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not to their deficiency in the former: or he 
had cenſured himſelf, as appears from Ac7s 
iv. 12. Now when they ſaw the boldneſs of Peter 
and John, and perceived they were unlearned, 
and ignorant men, they marvelled : and they took 
knowledge of them, that they had been with "Jeſus. 
True learning conſiſts in the knowledge 
of God, and his works; beſides which, there 
remains nothing to be contemplated. But 
what is improperiy called learning, (i. e. the 
knowledge of letters, &c.) doth not always 
improve the underſtanding, to the know- 
ledge of things as they are: nor is it always 
a proof of a man's being poſſeſſed of common 
Tenſe: and yet without his, a knowledge of 
the tongues intitles a perſon to the character 
of learned, no more than the knowledge of 
mechaniſm does the mechanic. 

Learning, where it conſiſts only of ill! in 
languages, in a capacity of reading authors in 
divers tongues, nicety in grammar rules, &c. 
puffs up the mind: as though wiſdom, and 
knowledge, in things natural and divine, was 
eſſential to their art: without bein g at the pains 
of underſtanding what they read, or one con- 
fidering whence the firſt authors had their 


learning: And thus — not only impoſe upon 
themſelves, 
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themſelves, but upon the greateſt part of mankind 
alſo : who are much more convinced of a man's 
being in the truth, from his ſkill in Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin, and his quotations thence ; 
though they underſtand not a ſyllable of it; than 
they are by the moſt familiar and forcible argu- 
ments produced in their mother tongue: by 
theſe means therefore are many diſabled from 
receiving our Lord's ſaying; the doctrine of 
the croſs, is to the Greek fooliſhneſs. 
Again, there are many unable to receive 
this ſaying, from their being under the power 
of ſelf-righteouſneſs: how can ſuch who are 
wile, holy, and fruitful in their own eyes, 
deny themſelves ſo far, as to make themſelves 
Eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's ſake? 
they cannot diveſt themſelves of that fruit of 
pride and arrogance ; the dream of ſpiritual vi- 
rility: being not yet eſpouſed to the one huſ- 
band, as a chaſte virgin to Chriſt; they are 
ſelf- admirers, and therefore cannot receive 
our Saviour's ſayings. Should it be enquired 
whence any are able to receive his ſayings ? 
I anſwer: firſt from their knowledge of the 
true God : whom they are taught to conceive 
of, according to the variety and harmony of his 
perfeRtions, In the diſcovery of his infinite 
__ wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, they perceive their own folly: and in 
his purity, their unholineſs. His juſtice for- 
bids their hope of ſalvation by works of 
righteouſneſs done by them : whilſt the glory of 
his majeſty makes them number themſelves 
with the duſt. They can no longer ſay to 
the works of their own hand, ye are our gods : 
but they are taught to look unto him in whom 
the fatherleſs findeth mercy. They are now 
entered the ſchool of the Father; they learn 
of him, to know themſelves, and that every 
man living is altogether vanity : this propo- 
fition is plain to them: firſt, from the irre- 
gularity of their paſſions, often ecting and 
deſpiſing the ſame object: variable, uncertain, 
deceivable; a meer ignis fatuus: By impoſing 
upon the judgment and beguiling the will, 
it renders man the moſt contemptible of 
creatures: and verifies the teſtimony of 
truth concerning him, that he is /zghter than 

vanity. | 
In the book of Job we have at leaft an obligue 
hint, that Satan is king over all the children 
of pride: and therefore he is called the god of 
this world, How great the variety of pride 
in man! 1/, The pride of power, from 
whence comes oppreſſion; ſo odious to God, 
3-000 
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and calamitous to man. 245%, The pride of 
riches, one of the gods of this earth; a 
moſt powerful and ſurprizing virtue: infinite- 
ly beyond the comprehenſion of reaſon, and 
common ſenſe. It ennobles the very dregs 
of human nature: it makes even the athe- 
i orthodox, and pious : it cloaths the fooliſh 
with wiſdom ; and qualifies thoſe who are of 
the ſhalloweſt capacity, for governors of the 
people: it can give the faireſt reputation to 
the greateſt villain, and often protects the 
moſt atrocious offenders, in defiance of all 
laws: it mocks the penurious hand of na- 
ture, by giving dignity and importance to ſuch, 
who hath received nothing from the /atter, 
more .than human form, and. often ſcarcely 
that. O! powerful riches what cannot it do? 
It turns the world upſide down, and inverts 
the reaſon and order of things: It alſo ſup- 
ports the pride of dreſs, of gaudy ſhew, and 
is productive of devices every moment, to 
conſole the mind againſt the fears of death. 
zaly, Pride of perſon, reſpecting beauty, agil- 
ity, ſtrength, health, &c. 4rhly, Pride of 
family, for its antiquity, its wealth, the hon- 
ours or excellencies of their anceſtors : and of- 
ten without being able to aſſign the leaſt. ſha- 
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dow of reaſon for it. thy, The pride of 
charafter and reputation in life; ſeeking the 
praiſe of men, more than the praiſe of God. 
6thly, The pride of mind from the ſuppoſition 
of ſuperiority in underſtanding ; penetration, 
invention, &c: This alſo is vanity and lighter 
than vanity. The pride of virtuous ſentiments 
and conduct in life; and hopes of reward 
thereby: this alſo is vanity, and conſiſts only 
in the pride of principle and words: for our 

| ſenſes bear witneſs, that their every action of 
life is common and undignified : when we re- , 
ſpect what is truly virtuous, It is weakneſs, 
yea the groſſeſt abſurdity, to imagine that 
opinion only is virtue: and yet ſuch is the 
ſtate of this world, that by far the greateft 
part worſhip this phantom: this nonentity is 
the Diana of the age: the ſpread of which is 
in a great meaſure owing to the reading of 
romances, novels, &c. with which the world 
more than ever abounds. In thoſe the reality, 
(of what is only imaginary) is aſſerted: and 
this fancied Being, is repreſented in a variety of 
forms; in order to- impoſe upon the reader's 
Judgment through the weakneſs of his paſſions : 
her beauty, fortitude, humility, meekneſs and 
n 1s. painted in thoſe ; with ſuch colour- 


ing; 
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| ing ; that the weak deceived mind, is charm- 
ed; and with all the paſſions of love and defire 
profeſſes itſelf her votary : and aims as far as 
admiration carries it, at poſſeſſion. This alſo is 
vanity, it is graſping a ſhadow, and endea- 
youring to fill the belly with the eaſt wind. 
Again, in the ſchool of the Father, the 
deceitfulneſs of mankind is manifeſt ; we are 
taught by the prophet, that the beart is deceit- 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
_ who can know it? Jer. xvii. 9. Take beed 
every one of bis neighbour, and truſt ye not in 
any brother, for every brother will utterly ſup- 
plant, and every neighbour will walk with flan- 
ders. Jer. ix. 4. They will deceive every one 
his neighbour. Jer. ix. 5. Bread of deceit is 
ſweet to a man, but afterwards, his mouth ſhall 
be filled with gravel. Prov. xx. 17. The de- 
ceitfulneſs of man, appears in various ſhapes: 
all their dealings with each other hath their 
foundation in deceit: firſt, in their trade, and 
commerce; the prophet ſeems to make de- 
ceit eſſential to the merchant: where he ſays, 
A merchant, the balances of deceit are in his 
band: be loveth to oppreſs. Hoſ. xii. 7. | 
Io deceive, over reach, and to have an in- 
variable attachment to ſelf-intereſt, | ſuch as 
excludes 
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excludes all fellow-feeling and humanity ; is 
the moſt neceſſary qualification here: the 


man who is deſtitute of thoſe commercial 


virtues; is more deſpiſed and ſcorned by 
ſuch who judge themſelves connoiſſeurs in tra- 
fic; than he would be for his want of honefly 


was it ever ſo great: I need not ſay that op- 


preſſion and cruelty follow on the heels of 


this; and that they all join, without remorſe, 
to grind the face of the poor. To dgecerve 
each other, ſeems to be the aim of the whole 
world: the natural bias of every indivi- 
dual is to deceive his fellow-creature, hinu- 


, felf and his God. Every man deceives his 


fellow, by pretending to be what he is not; 
all their ſalutations, compliments, and congra- 
tulations, are calculated to deceive : decert is 
the moſt powerful ingredient, in what is call- 
ed good manners and complaiſance : hence it is 
narural for them, to profeſs love and friend- 
ſhip, which they never fee}, ſervice” which 
they never /ntend : and to remember what and 
«hom they have always forgotten. 

And when we conſider mankind 1 in a reli- 
grous light, we find the apoſtle ſo well aware 
of their deceit, as to caution them thus; lie 
net one to another, ſceing ye have put off the old 
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nan with his deeds : it is obſervable he ſpeaks 
to chriſtians ; hence it appears a thing not un- 
common for them to deceive one another: and 
if ſuch who had in a meaſure denied themſelves, 
were yet inclined to ſport themſelves with 
their own deceivings; what muſt be the caſe 
with ſuch who have nothing higher in view ? 
There is (faith wiſdom) that maketh himſelf 
rich, and yet hath nothing; and there is that 
maketh himſelf poor, and yet hath great rich- 
es. This is not only the caſe, where in an 
outward ſenſe it is the foible of weak oſtenta- 
tious minds; to be thought rich, when they 
are not fo: and that of a rich parſimonious 
miſer, to be thought the contrary : but it is 
much more applicable to deceivers in a religi- 
ous ſenſe : amongſt whom, there are ſuch who, 
though they know their poverty, between 
God and their own conſcience ; cannot re- 
frain from deceiving their fellow-creatures, 
by pretending to much riches: they pretend 
to riches of experience: ſuch as to deep con- 
victions for ſin, watchings, faſtings, prayings, 
ſorrows, tears, cries, repentances, faiths, 
converſions, purities, *obedience, revelations, 
joys, promiſes, aſſurances, &c. &c, &c, and 
when got into a prating vein, with a heated 
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imagination and a joyous frame, they talk of 


| thole things with ſuch confidence, and aſſu- 


rance ; as deceives the hearers. 

It has been obſerved of many perſons, that 
having once invented a ie; they tell it ſo of- 
ten for truth, as at laſt to be perſuaded of the 
truth thereof themſelves. Thoſe religious hars 
alſo at firſt, cannot ſpeak of thoſe things with- 
out conviction : (which conviction when their 
frame comes on again, they call the remain- 
der of unbelief in them) but when in telling it, 
they perceive the audience affected, with 
wonder, reverence, and admiration of them, 
and their diſtinguiſhing experiences, talents, 
&c.. their imagination and fancy is fo much 
warmed ; that they begin to believe what 
themſelves ſay: and fo go on to affurance, 
Indeed, when they are cool and retired, and 
conſider themſelves as immediately under the 
eye of God: they often feel guilt for the de- 
ception they put upon their neighbours ; as 


alſo for their he before God. There are 


ſome it is true who fall under this convic- 


tion ; and are heard no more to boaft of 'them- 
ſelves. But there are“ others who go on with 


theſe pretenſions, ſporting themſelves with 


their own deceivings, until they have as effec- 
tually 
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tually deceived themſebugs as their albu. And 
yet, nothing extraordinary has at any time 
been ſeen in them; which intitles them to 
this ſuperiority: their compunctions have 
not been greater, their reformation, and con- 
verſions, more conſpicuous, their exemption 
from the weakneſſeſs, fears, and frailties of the 
human mind, more maniſeſt, or their ex- 
periences and enjoyments, a greater reality 
than what appears in thoſe whom they would 
impoſe upon: or than what is evidently ſeen in 
ſuch, who, having ceaſed from themſelves, 
are never more heard to boaſt of ſuch riches. . 
Thus, there are who pretend to great riches, 
and yet have nothing: again, there are, who call 
themſelves poor, and yet have great riches, The 
latter are of a different claſs from the former, 


they are ſuch, as make The truth and excel- 


lence of chriſtian religion to conſiſt in a volun- 
tary humility, a profeſſed poverty: that is, 
whilſt they are conſcious of much riches, ac- 
cording to the former definition: they yet 
pretend to poverty, ſuch as to the want of 
knowledge, of faith, of love, of wiſdom, and 
experience: their intention in this, is, firſt, 
to ſooth themſelves with the conceit, that hit 


ing, belongs to their character: Bleſſed, are 
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the poor in ſpirit, for theirs 1s the lunga of 
heaven. 

As to their expectations from mankind, on 
the account of their confeſſions; they are 
thoſe : firſt, they expect that they ſhould not 
believe them; when they hear them confeſs 
their ignorance, unhelief, inexperience, and 
vileneſs: but, that they ſhould impute thoſe 
confeſſions, to their humility; ſelf-denial, 
and poverty of ſpirit : and always take it for 
granted, that they have extraordinary grace. 

It is utterly impoſſible, that any man who 
has to do with” himſelf; ſhould ceaſe from 
ſeeking to exalt himſelf; by ſome means or 
other: in ſuch a ſtate he is under an abſo]ute 
neceſſity of acting in all things upon (ſelfiſh 
principles. Only ſet this proſpect of human 
nature, in the ſame point of view; with the 
truth as manifeſt in Chriſt Jeſus: hold it up to 
the ſame light, and you will quickly perceive, 
that all the honeſty, virtue, truth, and piety 
of mankind is meerly a farce: and fo rooted 
and grounded in ſelf; that there is no refuſing 
the evil, and chooſing the good, until we are 
taught to deny ourſelves ; to know nothing by 
ourſelves : and through thoſe convictions, we 
are enabled to receive our Lord's ſaying: to 

make 
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make ourſelyes Eunuchs for the kingdom of 
heaven's ſake. | 

Again, ſuch who are learned in the ſchool 
of the Father, cometh unto Jeſus; they are 
rendered capable of receiving his ſaying, from 
the conviction that all their own rightebuſneſſes 
are filthy rags : that all their goodneſs is as the 
morning cloud, and as the early dew that paſſeth 
away. From a conſtant watch kept upon 
their own hearts, in the true hight which now 
ſhineth : they undoubtedly diſcern,” by the 
ebbs and flows which they feel in themſelves, 
that the piety of man depends chiefly 


upon paſſion, Ar times they feel, as they 


think, that they love God: at other times 
they are ſenſible of fo great an indifference to- 
wards him, that if conſcience was urged to 
ſpeak its ſentiments, they cannot ſay that they 
love him. At times they ſeemingly hate fin, 
and that with a perfect hatred : but again it 
prevails over them: and ſome deſire, Juſt, or 
paſſion ; ſome conſtitutional foible ; overcomes 
their hatred to it, breaks through all their re- 
ſolutions, and captivates them again. There 
are ſeaſons when their Faith feels fo powerful, 
that there is nothing impoſlible to it: where- 
as at other ſeaſons; darkneſs and gloom are 
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round about them, their doubts multiply up- 
on them, and they are reduced to fear where 
no fear is. They have their times of meeꝶneſi, 
when nothing can provoke or unſettle them; 
and again they are eaſily diſturbed, and blown 
before the guſts of paſſion, as chaff before 
the wind. Sometimes they feel themſelves 
dead to the world, and free from the love of it; 
all heavenly, all divine: but the contrary 
again appears, the love of the world, anxie- 
ties, cares, fears, and deſires, reſpecting the 
things thereof; overwhelm their ſouls. Some- 
times, like the apoſtle, they are as caught up 
to the third heavens, and then, ſuch are their 
raptures, joy, peace, tenderneſs, and com- 
punctions: that they are as diſſolved in bliſs ; 
and ſcarcely know whether they are in the bo- 
dy or not. But afterwards they are dull, un- 
feeling, hard as the adamant, ſo that nothing 
can make any impreſſion on them : by theſe 
things, they are ſenſible they are given to 
change, and that all which has the appearance 
of goodneſs about them, paſſeth gay as the 
morning thud; is fleeting, - unſtable, and not 
to be depended on : whilſt they are conſcious 
from the nature of God, and from the purity 
of his law, that nothing but what'is uniform, 


conſtant, 
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conſtant, and perfect, is good and acceptable 
in his fight: therefore with abhorrence they 
deny themſelves, and commence Eunuchs for 
the kingdom of heaven's ſake, 

Again, when raiſed to higher FORMS in 
the divine ſchool : they perceive that the very 
beſt of the former matters, are but filthy rags. 
Spiritual pride, and ſelf, ſo intermingles with 
all their enjoyments, with all that they feel, 
and experience; ſuch as love to God, hatred 
to lin, love to the brethren, heavenly-mind- 
edneſs, &c. that they cannot chuſe but con- 
fels them all, to be filthy rags; and ca/? them 
away as a menſtruous cloth, they ſay unto it, 
get thee hence. Iſa. xxx. 22. They find ſelf- 
love, ſelf-will, ſelf-ſeeking, in their it mo- 
tives; and that it is the ſupport of their per- 
ſeverance; their moſt conſummate bliſs, and 
the crown of every joy which they ſet before 
themſelves: there is not any one action in life, 
which has the appearance of good; but, What 
they feel upon exerciſing themſelves therein, 
that pride; which is aa abomination with 
God: whenever they would do good, this evil 
1s preſent with them. They can neither ſpeak 
nor think of divine things, with any degree of 


liberty, Judgment, devotion, and favour; 
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but what their pride of knowledge, their 
pride of piety, and that of God's being a re- 
ſpecter of their dear perſons : is geatly exalted 
within them. They feel that their nature is 
of ſuch a caſt, and that they are ſo truly cor- 
rupt: that every clear diſcovery, and heavenly 
enjoyment, which they have of Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, is food to their pride: yea as a cor- 
rupt ſtomach aſſimilates the pureſt food, ſo 
they turn judgment into gall, and the fruit of 
righteouſneſs into hemlock. The apoſtle faith, 
Lejt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure, through 
{he abundance of the revelations. 

A plain proof that (the vanity of the crea- 
ture conſidered) the natural conſequence of 
every appearance of good in man, of every en- 
joyment, however glorious, and divine; is 
pride and ſelf-exaltation: for if the proud 
fleſh did not increaſe upon it, the apoſtle had 
not needed a cauſtic. And as to their diſ- 
covery and conviction of this pride, their ha- 
tred to it, and ſorrow for it; it ſtill tends to 
| increaſe it: ſo that they can with the utmoſt 
| truth and propriety, ſay; he heart is deceitful 
| above all things, and d- e wicked, who 
can know it ? 


This 
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This is the learning that brings us to Chriſt, 
it is by theſe means we are rendered able to 
receive his ſaying. For whatever the advo- 
cates for human goodneſs, againſt the de- 
mands of the perfect law of God, may pre- 
tend; the truly convicted cannot chuſe but 
confeſs all to be loſs for Chriſt, yea doubtleſs 
but dung, that they may win Chriſt, and be 
found in him: not having their own righte- 
ouſneſs, &c. They can no longer /ze one to 
another, but are conſtrained to ſpeak of things 
as they are. They cannot call light darkneſs, 
nor darkneſs light: they dare not talk of a 
perfection in part, becauſe it is as contrary 
to the law of God, as it is to common ſenſe : 
nor are they by this time, ſo very fond of 
themſelves, as to enter the liſts in behalf of 
human goodneſs, and holineſs, againſt the 
truth himſelf; where, becauſe men cannot 
according to the ſcriptures, to experience and 
to common 'ſenſe; maintain their argu- 
ment Wor any kind of a perfection in man, 
(except a perfection of ptide and folly) they | 
are obliged to have recourſe to their 
own inventions, and ſubtilties: and by many 
ſtrange terms, ſuch as ſeminally perfect, per- 
feet in part, but not in degree, &c. &c. they 

point 
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point out a perfection in themſelues calculated 
with prodigious nicety: but by the oppoſition 
of ſuperior evidence, they are obliged to re- 
duce it to ſuch minuteneſs, that God bimyelf 
cannot perceive it in them. 
According to the pattern ſhewn unto 
Moſes in the mount, Aaron was appointed 
for the people, to bear the iniguities of their 
Loly things. 
Moſes was commanded to make a plate of 
pure gold, and to engrave upon it HOLI- 
NESS TO THE LORD. This was to 
be faſtened with a blue lace to the fore front 
of Aaron's mitre: that by his wearing it al- 
ways upon his forehead, the people might be 
accepted, Exod. xxviii. Hence we learn, that 
their moſt holy things were ſinful, and that 
the bigh-prieft only bare their holineſs : Theſe 
were the ſhadow of good things to come, but 
the body is of Chriſi: Wx are HOLINESS 
TO THE LORD. in bim only. He pre- 
ſents, and ſuſtains us in that character, perpe- 
tually before the face of God : otherwiſe we 
had been ere now confumed by the breath of 
his noſtrils, For his eye is purer than to be- 
hold iniquity, nor can be, conſiſtent with his 


moral character, with the holineſs of his na- 
ture, 


1. n 
ture, love, what is not perfectly holy; he hath 


no complacency in the ſinner: but the ſcrip- 
tures aſſure us, that he loves mankind, and 
hath great delight in them: therefore he be- 
holds us in Cbriſt as we are HOLINESS 
TO THE LORD in him: it is in 2h18 grace 
only that we are the objects of his love, and 
delight: and not according to what we are 
in ourſelves. Both thoſe propoſitions are ma- 
nifeſt in that ordinance: where the inſuffi- 
ciency of the people to holineſs, is declared to 
be ſuch, that even their holy things are ſo im- 
perfect, and faulty, as to render them unwor- 
thy of God : the iniquity of which, the high- 
prieſt was to bear; as alſo the holineſs in which 
they were accepted of God. It is through the 
knowledge and experience of theſe things, 
that we are able to receive our Lord's faying. 
And becauſe we are advifed not to meddle with 
them that are given to change. Prov. xxiv. 21. 

Let us ceafe from man, from ourſelves, and 
inftead of meddling with ſuch changeable 
matters ; let us through ſelf-denial, and the 
love of the truth, make ourſelves Eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven's ſake. 

| Having gone through particulars, accord- 
ing to my firſt propoſal : I ſhall now con- 
bag clude 
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clude with a few words, both to ſuch. who 
are able to receive our Lord's ſaying, and to 
ſuch who are not. 

Fin, To you who have made yourſelves 
Eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's ſake, 
hear ye the word of the Lord. Neither let 
the Eunuch ſay, Bebold, Tam a dry tree. For 
thus faith the Lord unto the Eunuchs that keep 
my ſabbaths, and chuſe the things that pleaſe 
me, and take bold of my covenant : Even un- 
to them will 1 give in mine houſe, and with 
in my walls a place and a name better than of 
fons and of daughters: I will give them an ever- 
laſting name, that foal not be cut off. Iſa. lvi. 
' 3» 4» 5 
Io me it appears a matter paſt all doubt, 
that the Eunuchs ſpoken to here, are the ſame 
with thoſe whom our Saviour commends in 
the words of the text ; as is manifeſt from 
their charaQeriſm drawn by the prophet : 
They call themſelves dry trees, they keep the 
Lord's ſabbaths, they chuſe the things that pleaſe 
bim, they take hold of his covenant, &c. 

I have already ſhewn, that through thoſe 
convictions which render us able to receive 
our Lord's ſaying, we are ſo truly ſenſible of 


the unfruitfulneſs of human nature, as rela- 
ting 
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ting to ſpiritual things: that whilſt we make 
ourſelves Eunuchs for the kingdom of hea- 
ven's ſake, we confeſs ourſelves dry trees : 
we are fo, reſpecting any actual frutfulneſs 
or propenſity thereunto as in ourſelves, 

Thus every one who makes himſelf an Eu- 
nuch for the kingdom of heaven's ſake, natu- 
rally calls himſelf, a dry tree: but, faith the 
Lord, Neither let the Eunuch ſay, behold, Tam a 
dry tree: the reaſon of which, is evident in 
thoſe words; Jam like a green firr-tree, from 
me is thy fruit found. Hol. xiv. 8. i. e. the 
conſideration of his fruitfulneſs in Chriſt, as a 
branch of the true vine, ſhould ever ſupport 
him; joyful and triumphant over all the ſenſe 
of unfruitfulneſs in himſelf. He is not to 
Judge himſelf by himſelf : nor to compare him- 
ſelf with himſelf : therefore he is not to dwell 
upon this ſubject, Behold, I am a ary tree; but 
rather to rejoice in the fruitfulneſs of Chriſt, and 
that our fruit is found from him: being thus 
divorced from ſelf, and married unto him 
who is riſen from the dead, we bring forth 
fruit unto God ; not according to the pride 
and opinion of ſelf- righhteouſneſs, but accord- 
ing to Chrijt our head and huſband, through 
our union to him: where we are as be 15: 


x where 
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where be. is our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
ſanctification, and 11 redemption. 

Again, they keep the Lord's ſabbaths : until 
ſuch time as they make themſelves Eunuchs 
for the kingdom of heaven's ſake, they cannot 
be ſaid to keep his ſabbath. The Jews at- 
tempted it, they did their wtmoft according to 
the letter to enter in; they and their ſons, and 
their daughters, their men- ſervants, - and 
maid-ſervants, with all their cattle, and the 
ranger who was within their gates, abſtain- 
ed from labour, &c. on that day; yet they 
entered not into it; becauſe of unbelief, ſays 
the apoſile : the intention and end of their ſab- 
bath, was hidden from them: foraſmuch as 
it immediately followed upon finiſhing the 
work of the firſt creation, it was figurative of 
a ſtate, which was to commence upon the 
finiſhing of the ſecond creation: of which 
God ſpake, when he faid, that he would 
malte all things new; and which is now fulfill- 
ed in him, who ſaid, it 15 . 1 Alphg 
and Omega. 

'Thoſe who RE enter into this. fabbath; 
and all who enter, ceaſe from their wn works, 
as God ceaſed from his: but it is impoſſible 
that any ſhould ceaſe from their, own works, 


who 
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who have not made themſelves Eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven's fake : but this, as I have 
already ſhewn, conſiſts, in what the apoſtle 
intends by keeping the ſabbath, by entering in- 
to the reſt which remaineth for the people of 
God; therefore every one who makes himſelf 
an Eunuch for the kingdom of heaven's ſake, 
keeps the Lord's ſabbath. And chooſe the things 
that pleaſe me. 

To chooſe Chrit is to chooſe the things 
that pleaſe God: Witneſs the voice from 
heaven, This is my beloved fon in whom Tam well 
pleaſed: hear ye him. Matt, xvii 5. But 
every one who maketh himſelf an Eunuch for 
the kingdom of heaven's ſake, denies himſelf; 
and makes choice of Chriſt before all things: 
therefore he chooſes the things which pleaſe 
God. The Lord is well pleaſed, for his righte- 
ouſneſs ſake. Iſa. xlii. '21. but whoſo maketh 
himſelf an Eunuch for the kingdom of hea- 
ven's lake, in the very nature of the thing, eſ- 
teems all his own righteouſneſles as filthy rags; 
makes choice of the divine righteouſneſs, and 
ſubmits to it with full purpoſe of heart. For 

it pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all ful- 
' neſs dwell. Col. i. 19: and as every one who 
makes himſelf an Eunuch for the kingdom of 
heaven's 
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heaven's fake, is firſt, conſcious of hk 
own emptineſs, poverty and unfruitfulneſs : 
and ſecondly, is convinced of the utility of 
Chrift, of his ſuitableneſs to our condition: 
he cannot but chooſe with all his heart, and 
mind, and ſoul, that all fulneſs ſhould dwell in 
Chriſt ; that he might be all in all: therefore 
they chooſe the things that pleaſe God; and 
are certainly the Eunuchs unto whom he 
ſpeaks by the prophet. And take hold of my 
covenant : Chriſt is the covenant of the people, 
as appears from Ja. xlii. 6. compared with 
Gal, iii. 16. God has covenanted with the 
people in him. Nor do men take hold of this 
covenant, until the impgſibility of their being 
ſaved by any other means, is manifeſt unto 
them: but all who make themſelves Eu- 
nuchs for the kingdom of heaven's fake, are 
perfectly aſſured of this, and chearfully take 
hold of the divine covenant : therefore they 
are the Eunuchs unto whom God ſpeaks. 
Even unto them (ſaith the Lord) will I give in 
mine houſe, and within my walls, a place and a 
name better than of ſons and of daughters : I will 
give them an e ng name, _ ſhall not be 


cut off. 
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Though the literal Eunuch was for- 
bidden to enter into the congregation of the 
Lord, in Deut. iii. 1. yet thoſe are promiſed 
a place and a name in his houſe, better than 
of ſons and of daughters: 7. e. the place, the 
name, the glory, peace and happineſs of the 
Lord's houſe, ſhall be ſuch to them; that it 
ſhall be better, yea infinitely more eſtimable, 
than their having ſons and daughters; would 
have been. to them: not all their ſpiritual be- 
gettings, and fruits of righteouſneſs, had 
they been capable of producing ſuch, could 
have entitled them to ſuch a place, name; 
and happineſs, in the houſe of the Lord; as 
divine grace hath bleſſed them with under the 
character of Eunuchs. Theſe are they which 
follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth: theſe 
were redeemed from among men, | the firſt fruits 
unto God, and unto the Lamb. He hath wrote 
upon them his new name: which intitles them 
to the purity of his life, to the labours of his 
croſs, and to the power of his reſurrection. 
His fruits, kis victories, his triumphs, his 
eternal life and name, is theirs. That name, 
and condition, which they inberit by the firſt 

| Adam, is ſunk, and loſt in Chriſt, where old 
| H things 
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things are done away, andall things are become 
new: O glorious grace! O matchleſs love 
And are you indeed! bleſſed with a place 
and a name ſo infinitely ſurpaſſing that of hav- 
ing ſons and daughters? are you ſtationed in 


the houſe of the Lord? and do you dwell 
within his walls? then complain no more of 
your being ary trees: forget your former coun- 
try, and your father's houſe, and the King 
ſhall delight in your beauty. Ceaſe from 


neſs: by lifting up your eyes unto tlie hills 
from whence your help cometh :. your help 
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and 
earth. Let it no longer be your grief, that 
you could not do for youſelves, what Jeſus 
hath done for you: or that you cannot be, 
in yourſehves what you only are in him. 
It hath pleaſed the Pather that all fulneſs 
ſhould dwell in Chriſi: let the ſame” grace, 
for ever pleaſe you. To ſtudy Jeſus, to know 
him, and him crucified, be ever your detet- 
mination : and then ſhalt you be ſatisfied with 
him; yea more than ſatisfied: you ſhall rejoice 
in him, with joy W and full of 

glory. 
* 


painful een on your individual harren 
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tf there had been a law given, which could have 
given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been 
by the law. Gal. iii. 2 1. you would then have 
had ſomewhat to have boaſted of, you might 
have gloried in your ſons and daughters: .7.-e. 
in your own fruitfulneſs and ſpiritual beget- 
ings; but not before Gad: whereas now he 
hath given you a better name than of ſons'and 
daughters, Unto all who overcome, our Sa- 
viour hath promiſed.: that he will write upon 
them the name of his God, and the name of 


the city of his God, and that he will write up- 


on them his own new name. 

All ſuch who have made themſelves Eu- 
nuchs for the kingdom of heaven's ſake, are 
truly conquerors : they overcome by the blood 
of the Lamb, and by the word of their teſti- 
mony. They have overcome the accuſer of 
the brethren, who accuſed them day and 
night before God; he is ſubdued, and caft 


out, and can find no more place in their hearts. 


They have overcome ſin: for fin ſhall have 
no more dominion over them: for they are 
not under the law, but under grace. Nom. 
vi. 14. They have overcome the world: re- 
ſpecting its frowns, and favours: the fear of 
man is no longer a ſnare to them; nor has the 


H 2 bewitchery 
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bewitchery of their proffered favours any $448 
er over them, that they ſhould forfeit the teſti. 
mony of a good conſcience. They have over. 
come 7hemſehves; their own paſſions, hopes, 
fears, and expectations according to the fleſh : 
otherwiſe they could never have attained to 
make themſelves Eunuchs for the kingdom 
of heaven's ſake. They were once even as o- 
thers, under the government of their paſſions : 
and then their influence to ſentiment and de- 
fire, was according: nothing would have 
been more grateful to them then, than the 
character of being wiſe, holy, juſt and good: 
the friend/bip of the world, was what they 
greatly deſired, and the Jrowns thereof were 
as much dreaded by them. They were much 
more deſirous of enjoyment, than they were of 
conviction: hence their propenſity, to idolize 
all preachings, writings, converſations, &c. 
vhich are calculated to work upon the paſſions: 
the groundleſs, unmeaning, vaporous frames, 
joys, and feelings, which they enjoyed under 
theſe; (making them forget their cares) in- 
ſpired them with ſuch confidence, gladneſs, and 
courage; as if they had been filled with wine: 
and (imilar to this condition) when the 


fumes 
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fumes thereof were abated, they were as dif 
prank and doubtful as ever. 
Every man naturally hates the true light : 
they will not come to the light, leſt their 
deeds ſhould be reproved. This was the 
caſe once with thoſe, who are 10 able to re- 
ceive our Lord's ſaying: they deſpiſed, and 
loathed the teſtimony, which tended to their 
conviction ; and hated inſtruction: but nom, 
having denied themſelves, they are no longer 
under the lead of their paſſions: they gladly em- 
brace the light wherein they are convinced of 
all; where every thing that was covered, is re- 
vealed, and all that was hid, is made known: 
nor can this affright them, becauſe the deliver- 
er is in view, who turns away ungodlineſs from 
Jacob. . We 
All ſuch who have thus overcome, can 
appropriate the bleſſings promiſed by our Sa- 
viour: they have a better name than that of 
ſons, a of daughters: they have the name 
of God, the name of the city of God, and the 
new name of Je ſus, written upon them. 
Their Maker is their huſband, therefore do 
they bear his name, and are in conſequence 
thereof, entitled to his loving kindneſs, ſalva- 
tion, and glory; they are heirs of God. They 
bear 
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bear the name of his city, they are his dwel- 
ling-place ; the mount of Sion, the New- Jeru- 

ſalem: Glorious things are N of thee, O city 
of God! Pal. Ixxxvii. 3. 

Upon them the Saviour writes his net name: 
that everlaſting name which he hath obtained 


through the labours and purity of his life; 
the toils, and torments of his death, and the 
victory, power, and triumph of his reſurrecy 
tion. He hath clad them with the garments 
of ſalvation, and hath taught them to aſſume 
his condition; and to ſtand in his perſon, and 
name: there to claim and receive the bleſſing 
of eternal life : then let not the Eunuch ſay, 
Jam a dry tree, but let him rather rejcice in 
God his Saviour, in whom his fruit abounds, 
and remains; and that over all the ſenſations 
of unfruitfulneſs in himſelf. 

As to the ſtudy and knowledge of your- 
ſelves, be not afraid of it; it is uſeful: it 
enables you to read mankind ; in the peruſal of 
whom be inſtant; not with a view to hate 
them, nor to break ſociety with them ; but 
to preſerve your conſcience from their impo- 
ſitions, and to live, free from the dread of 
any man's wiſdom, or holineſs, | 


Ber 
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Every man is in himſelf an ep/tome of the 
world: and if with an intelligent mind, he be 
well travelled in the Jer world; he cannot be 
ignorant of the greater: he muſt needs know 
that evety man living is altogether vanity : 
therefore he cannot be an idolater, he cannot 
have men's perſons in admiration, nor will 
the fear of man prevail over him : neither will 
it be gtievous to him, ot more than be ex- 
pected, if ignorant proud boaſters ſhould 
{off at him, and revile him; becauſe he 
hath made hitnſelf an Eunuch for the king- 
dom of heaven's ſake: he will reſt in the 
word of the Lord, who fays, in the world you 
ſhall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, 1 
laue overcome the world, John xvi. 33. 
The knowledge of ourſelves, which ſaves 
and preſerves us from man, is a negative proof 
at leaſt of Cbriſts being all in all: fotaſmuch 
as it denies with the utmoſt confidence, and 
aſſurance, ſupported by irreſiſtible argument; 
that there is any good in man, or that his righte- 
ouſneſſes at the very beſt, are any better than 
filthy rags. 55 
The true knowledge of ourſelves, in the 
hand of the divine teacher, tends alſo to en- 
hance the glory of a Saviour's grace; the = | 
| neſs z 
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neſs, the unſearchable riches, the beauty, and 
unchangeableneſs of grace and love is mani- 
feſt through this. | 
| As the * of the ſun's rays upon the 
weeping cloud, or on the deſcending drops ; ; 
exhibits the moſt beautiful colours in the rain- 
bow: ſo the grace of God in Chrift Jeſus; 
(when oppoſed to the real condition and 

| ſtate of mankind;) throws out, and illuſ- 
[ trates ſuch tranſcendent beauties, riches, and 
excellence l and in ſuch variety! that wonder, 
admiration, love, and praiſe, fills all the heart, 
and mind, and foul. _ 

If I muſt yet ſpeak a word to you, Who 
are not able to receive this ſaying, let it be a 
word of advice : There is no man can receive 
any thing, except it be given him from above: 
therefore I judge no man, I condemn no 
man. If you are not ſatisfied with my expli- 
cation of the text, it ye will enquire, enquire 
ye; after a meaning more conſonant to ſcrip- 
ture, and reaſon : to be tried by zheſe I wil- 
. lingly ſubmit myſelf; but let not prejudice, 
"tradition, bigottry, or natural choler fit in the 
judgment-ſeat : for theſe things work not the 
righteouſneſs of God, but rather bring you un- 
der that cenſure of the apoſtle” 5 Jude x. Bui 
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1 eat evil of theſe Ange 1 whi ch they know 
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* you diſlike the painting, i in the pie re 
which I have drawn of humap nature; re 
member, that revilings, and 3 will dot 
mend it ; but will be, a further dem6nftratfon 
of my 1 Frogs e Bag? Al 7 
however coarſe the painting. 3 3; 300 
eee is not ie not will it ever 
be regarded as uch ; fehſe 751 
mong ſuch, the very bn vl it decaſichnes 
41 . ed with diſap be 'eyen Tull 


e authors, 50 vendel thereof, *a- 


ongſt the contemptible and bay” 0" 30d 
Wl. not enough for you to ay, Yo the man 
has ; a bad heart, and werter out” of ce 
bundance of it he ſpeaks: for 1 tax 1245 
own heart only, in the thin whi ch T len 
but yours allo : the heart 0 every. man 
earth: therefore I would have you to ak ne 
your own hearts, 1 in the true light, whether 
theſe things are ſo or not: weg it mighit 
be judged ſufficient for me to ſay, that mine 
own heart ſheweth me the wickedneſs of the 
ungodly. _ | 
There is not one argument from which 
you can poſiibly hope - any reaſonable 1 


n 
ceſs againſt me: except you can produce in 
yourſelves, a converſation, life, and ſpirit, per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the holy law of God: 
that eternal rule of righteouſneſs. 
Such an argument as this, would be of 
great force; and is what I ſhould pay the ut- 


moſt regard to: but until 7bis is produced, I 


muſt be excuſed if I cannot acknowledge 
myſelf ; in an error: becauſe doctrines, opi- 
nions, and words, not proved by fact; 1. 
tainly wants demonſtration. 
True godlineſs, real goodneſs « of heat; ; id 
hurt no man: therefore the only Ling 
whoever anſwered to the character, ſays 
himſelf: that he came not to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him 
might have life, 3 
I commend you, with what has been ſaid, 
to God the judge of all men: and to our Lord 
Je eſus Cbrip, to preſerve you until his appear- 
ing: which in his times he hall ſhew, who is the 
bleſſed and only Potentate, the King of kings, 
end Lord of Ho who only hath eue, 
dwelling in the light which no man can m_— 
unto, whom no man hath ſeen, nor can ſee + 
rohem be honour and power everlaſting. An 
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